EDITORIAL

CONTRIBUTIONS TO POSTSCRIPT
Please remember to use the email address for Postscript:

April's front cover might warn unwary visitors that heavy
rainfall on the surrounding hills can seep down into the flat
Axe valley within hours and quickly cause floods. There is
historical mention of a great battle taking place on the lush
water meadows between Axminster, Kilmington and
Musbury in AD 937. King Aethelstan led his Saxons to
repel the Danes, who had arrived by sea and landed at
Seaton and were intent on making their way inland, but
historians differ in their interpretation of the records. The
death toll, reportedly 'nine score thousand', must be an
exaggeration but was undoubtedly huge for those days and
some of them were buried in St Giles' churchyard. A yew
tree was planted to mark the spot not far from the South gate
and was replaced eventually by a flat stone in the grass,
which is still there. The building on the far side of the
flooded bridle path in the cover picture is far more recent. It
is a 'pill box' dating from WWII, also part of inland defences
against invaders who might land on the South coast, but,
happily, now also history.

postscript@kilmingtonvillage.com
Alternatively, please give your item to any team member.

The closing date for submitting items for the
May issue is 15th April 2019. All will be
acknowledged. Please email or ring 01297 639115
if not acknowledged within 48 hours.

POSTSCRIPT TEAM
Editor
Janfryd Gordon-Kerr 01297 639115
janfryd@gordon-kerr.org.uk
Team

In this month's Postscript we have reminiscences of a
wartime childhood here after Brian Lavender's family
evacuated from Croydon to escape the bombing. Martin
Huscroft contributes Kilmington Cricket Club's news since
its promotion to the B division of the Devon Cricket League.
We also have reports from the Gardening Club, the RBL and
the Messy Sparklers. Helpful information comes from Colin
Stewart of 5Alive Oil who provides a contact number to get
help with a leaking oil tank. The RBL announces its Spring
Coffee Morning, the Kilmington Kanter is on again and
there is information about Easter Week events in both
churches.

Peter Ball 01297 32631
mycraigydon@aol.com

Gill Heighway 01297 33951
gillheighway@gmail.com

Jill Collier 01297 32390
summerleaze@hotmail.co.uk

Maureen Lane 01297 639815
sussexlanes@btinternet.com

Valerie Harding 01297 34206
vharding38@gmail.com

Diane Overton 01297 33569
overtonfamily@freeuk.com

Distribution
Gill Perkins 01297 32888
john.perkins444@btinternet.com

Treasurer
Vicky Larcombe 01297 33858
vlarcombe30@aol.com

Postal address
The Granary, George Lane, Kilmington, EX13 7RT

The phishers and scammers have been active again, even
stooping to email blackmail, but they failed to threaten or
trick Angus Falconer into becoming another victim. They
are often very plausible, despite poor spelling, and are,
presumably, successful often enough to make it worth their
while. They can commit robbery without even leaving their
homes!

Printed by Axminster Printing
01297 32266

Postscript is published 10 times each year and is

delivered free of charge to every house in Kilmington.
Almost all items in the magazine come from the village
community who are very supportive of the magazine.
The Postscript team are all volunteers and your donations,
together with fees from advertisers, are used to pay for the
cost of printing.

You may remember the 2017 Public Consultation
Questionnaire which every household was invited to
complete in preparation for the construction of a
Neighbourhood Plan. In June 2018 the results of Part I
appeared in Postscript and this month Ben Trott has sent a
summary of the results of Part II, as well as a reminder of
forthcoming Council elections. Two events in neighbouring
villages are advertised: the passion play 'Father and Son:Son
and Father' in Shute on Good Friday 19th April and advance
notice of a concert by a Russian quartet from St Petersburg
in Stockland on 15th May.
Janfryd

DONATIONS
Arrangements for donating to Postscript have changed
as a result of the closure of the village shop. Please see
page 24 for details. Donations to the middle of January
came to £46.80. All donations go towards printing costs.
Thank you for your continuing support.

ADVERTISING RATES

The front cover photo is by Peter Ball

Please see inside back cover for details.

The average cost per 28-page copy of Postscript with several colour pages is 75p.
Extra copies are available from Millers Farm Shop, where donations may be made.
Disclaimers: Items in this publication are the work of individuals and do not necessarily reflect the thoughts or opinions of the
editorial team. The editorial team reserves the right to make small alterations to items submitted. Contributors are responsible
for ensuring that parental permission has been obtained before pictures of children are submitted for publication.
The content of advertisements is not the responsibility of the editorial team. Queries should be addressed to the advertiser.
This publication is online at www.kilmingtonvillage.com. In addition, earlier issues will also appear online from time to time.
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KILMINGTON’S BIG BREAKFAST
Thanks also to the local butchers and other suppliers, not
least our lovely Farm Shop.

Saturday, 9th March was Big Breakfast in Kilmington and
what a morning it was. The hall was full of lovely people
enjoying their breakfasts in a very convivial atmosphere,
with folk ranging from three weeks old to 90 plus.

But the biggest thank you must go to all of you who
supported this fundraising event for Cancer Research, which
The team as usual, were the tops, with special mention going raised an astonishing £2,498.07.
to the new cooks Alison Dare and Bev Reed, who took on
Thank you all so much.
the job so well and believe me it is very hard work keeping
Jenny and The Big Breakfast Team
up with the demand.

A POEM FOR APRIL

WANTED

The first of April, some do say,
Is set apart for All Fools' Day.
But why the people call it so,
Nor I, nor they themselves do know.
But on this day are people sent
On purpose for pure merriment.

Kilmington Short Mat Bowls Club
We need a set of lightweight ladies small bowls.
Has anyone a set they no longer require that they
could donate to us or we could pay a small fee.

Poor Robin's Almanac, 1790

Please contact Ron Foster 01297 35529
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KILMINGTON SKY AT NIGHT
So, using The Plough you can now find
two notable stars. To help further, on or
near April 18th the moon will pass to the
north of Spica, and to the south of
Arcturus.

We usually focus on the planets but for a
change this month, we’ll also try to fix a
way to locate two important stars, Arcturus
and Spica.
There’s an old saying that starts ‘Follow
the arc to Arcturus’, the third brightest star
in our sky. This giant star has luminosity
(the amount of energy that a star pumps
out) at least 110 times that of our Sun and
is around 37 light years distant. To start,
find The Plough in the north eastern sky, it
looks like a saucepan with a pan and a
handle. Draw an imaginary line following the curve or ‘arc’
of the handle until you come to a bright orange star Arcturus.

10th /11th The Moon crosses the Winter
Circle, the huge pattern of seven bright
stars that fills our western sky just after
nightfall.
16th Mercury and Venus at their closest
pairing for 2019. In the east pre-dawn sky,
try aiming binoculars at bright Venus, Mercury is lower to
the left. You should see Venus and Mercury in the same
binocular field together.
19th Full Moon

Now we add the second part of that old saying ‘Follow the
arc to Arcturus, and drive a spike to Spica’. Extend your
imaginary line through Arcturus onwards and you’ll find the
bright, blue-white star Spica; the brightest star in Virgo and
the 15th brightest star in our sky. Spica is actually not one
but two stars, around 260 light years distant, one of the
nearest massive double stars to our solar system. Spica’s
primary star alone has luminosity 12,100 times greater than
our Sun and the two are more than 2,000 times brighter than
our sun!

22nd/23rd Lyrid meteors usually fall in the few hours
before dawn, but aren’t predictable. A Lyrid meteor outburst
is not expected this year, but they can bombard the sky with
some 60 to 100 meteors per hour.
22nd/23rd Moon near to Jupiter
Late March early April in the early morning, east just
above the horizon, the moon joins up with Venus (and
Mercury, lower to left).
Peter

KILMINGTON CRICKET CLUB
2019 SEASON
legacy will allow the club to plan for the
future with greater certainty.

The 2018 season could not have gone any
better for Kilmington Cricket Club
1st XI. Champions of the C Division East,
the team start the 2019 season in the B
Division, the highest tier of the pyramid
that the club has ever competed at. The
team is hoping to consolidate their
position, accepting this will be a significant
challenge, for what is a village cricket
team.

The Hurford-Lavender family has served
the club with great distinction as
administrators, players, groundsman and
tea makers since Harry Hurford became
Secretary of the Club in 1904. It was
therefore a great pleasure for the club to
announce at its recent AGM that Guy
Lavender, Chief Executive and Secretary
of the MCC, has agreed to become Patron
of the club. Although unlikely that
Kilmington selection meetings will
become a topic of conversation in the
corridors of power, it is of great benefit to
the club to have access to Guy’s wealth of
experience in sports administration.

There were a number of important
announcements at the recent club
AGM. After many years loyal service,
Chairman Maurice Beviss announced he
was stepping down, to be replaced by
Richard Reed.

David Lavender reported that the club had
Guy Lavender
New players, of all ages, are always
received a legacy from the estate of Gillian
Kilmington’s new patron
welcome, and if anyone is interested in
Stewart, widow of John Stewart a long
playing for Kilmington, at any level,
standing tourist with the Spar Ramblers
please contact the club via David Lavender
(an annual fixture since 1926) who played his club cricket
(davelavkcc@outlook.com) or the club’s facebook page.
at Spencer CC in Wandsworth, London. John always
considered Kilmington to be his favourite ground and the
Martin

MOBILE LIBRARY
Tuesday, 9th April 2019 at 11.20 - 11.50 am at the junction of The Street and The Hill.
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The talk this month on Friday, April 12th is by a
Gold Club speaker on ‘Alternative plants for
alternative places’. This talk is about thinking
outside the box, using and putting plants where
you normally wouldn't.
All welcome at the Village Hall at 7.30 pm. Non
members £3.
Lesley Rew

KILMINGTON KANTER
This year’s Kanter will take place on Friday, April
19th at 10.30 am starting from the Playing Field.
There will also be a 1k run for Under 11s and a 2.5
mile Fun Run.
If any Villagers would like to get involved with
marshalling etc they can contact Bev on 07971
782806 or Luke on 07809 505499.

WHAT’S ON IN APRIL

KILMINGTON
GARDENING CLUB

See page 11 for more information.
Luke and Bev Reed

KING OF
THIEVES
(15)

Kilmington Village Hall
Wednesday, 3rd April
The 2015 safety deposit box robbery in Hatton Garden, London, hilariously carried out by a bunch of geriatric criminals
who tunnelled through a concrete wall.
First among equals is Michael Caine, playing top criminal Brian Reader. The film represents him as basically nice, while
conceding in the final reel that his character is still un-hilariously suspected in the matter of a murdered police officer. Well,
it’s a tasty thespian crew: Jim Broadbent, Tom Courtenay, Michael Gambon, Paul Whitehouse and Ray Winstone. Charlie
Cox plays “Basil”, the mysterious younger tech genius in charge of disabling alarms. He’s supposed to be nervous and
posh, a bit like one of the “chinless wonders” who drove the minis in The Italian Job. This earns him some 70s-vintage
homophobic joshing.
We get one or two cool touches. Broadbent is interestingly cast against type as a nasty piece of work, and I liked Winstone
laughing with incredulous joy as he clambers into the Aladdin’s cave of the strongroom.
Doors open 6.45 pm when wine, soft drinks and tea/coffee are available, with the evening’s entertainment starting at
7.15 pm and ending about 10.00 pm. Tickets £5.50 on the door or £5 in advance BY PHONING: 01297 639758 leave
contact details and booking will be confirmed, or email: wattsjohn307@gmail.com
See http://www.kilmingtonvillage.com/moviola.html for more information about the film.
Forthcoming Films: May - Awaiting new list
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Revd. Simon Holloway
St Giles’ Church
Kilmington
01297 35433
simonholloway55@yahoo.co.uk

Letter from the Churches

As I write, another round of Motions and Amendments has
been through Parliament as we come towards the original
deadline for Leaving the UK on 29th March. By the time you
read this, we may know more clearly what is happening but
we may not! It is a time of uncertainty and change in our
national life as well as in our relationships with our
neighbours in Europe, across the Irish Sea and the World.
The speculation and commenting have been endless. What
does the future hold? Only God knows!

Pastor Darrell Holmes
KBC Church Office
Kilmington
01297 631638
pastor@beaconbaptist.co.uk

By the Jurassic Coast, you can often find a large ship’s
anchor and this is a reminder also to me that Hope is like an
anchor for the soul. (See Hebrews 6v19 – We have this hope
as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure…)

As we face uncertain days and changing times in our nation
and our world, it is good to remember where Sure and
Certain Hope lies. As Easter approaches towards the end of
this month, the message of that day is that we can have
Strength for Today and Bright Hope for tomorrow because
How do we cope with uncertainty and change in our lives? A of the Resurrection of Jesus from the Dead.
song that has helped me face such situations and turning
We wish you all a very happy Easter and that you will join
points in life has been the following:
us with our celebrations during Holy Week and Easter.
‘I do not know what lies ahead, the way I cannot see.
But One stands near to be my Guide; He’ll show the way to
me.
I know who holds the future and He’ll guide me with His
hand.
With God things don’t just happen; everything by Him is
planned.
So as I face tomorrow with its problems large and small,
I’ll trust the God of miracles; Give to Him my all.’

Simon Holloway

POP-UP CAFE CELEBRATES SHROVE TUESDAY
traditionally the pancakes were
made from the eggs and fat left in
the family store cupboards before
the forty days of denial that begin
on Ash Wednesday.

It was a very wet and extremely
windy afternoon but spirits were
high amongst the children as they
came into St Giles’ Church, eager
to perfect their pancake tossing
skills. David Smith had made some
fake pancakes out of carpet and the
children had enormous fun tossing
them as high as they could, and
catching them again, most of the
time! It was a great way to learn
and avoid a few messy casualties,
thank you David for the
inspiration, so sorry that you had to miss the fun. Christine
Mills asked the children if they understood the origin and the
significance of Shrove Tuesday and she explained that

Laura Dentry, Pearl Hurford and
Diana Mellows made the pancakes
which were consumed with glee by
the youngsters, either smothered in
Nutella Spread or covered liberally
with sugar and lemon juice. It was a
very jolly time, much enjoyed by
several families and the helpers
alike.
Diana Mellows

QUIZ NIGHT RESULT
A very enjoyable quiz night under the supervision of quiz
master Martin Huscroft was held on Saturday, 2nd March in
the Village Hall.

LENT LUNCHES
A reminder that the Lent Lunches will be served from 12.00
noon on the following Thursdays April 4th, 11th and finally
the 18th in the Village Hall.

It made a profit of £380 for St. Giles’ Church. Thank you for The cost of £5 per head includes homemade soup, bread
the generosity of all who supported it.
cheese and tea or coffee.
Sally Huscroft
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PAUL OBUDO’S THAILAND NEWS
On one of the evenings, we visited
China town with the Youth from the
church, and they got us to try some
great Thai dishes but also some local
“delicacies”. Some of the weirdest
things we’ve eaten so far in Thailand
are octopus, frog, fried flies, locusts,
scorpion, emu and crocodile.
During our last week in Wang Daeng,
we had our last lesson/farewell party
with the Christian school in Uttaradit
where we included the story of
the ‘lost sheep’ and a video on Jesus’
resurrection.

By the time you read this update, the
team and I will be back at our homes
for a few days, before we spend a
couple of months travelling together
around the UK sharing our
experiences with local churches.
In January, we spent a week in
Bangkok teaching at four different
schools, visiting a conference and
spending quality time with members
of the youth group. It was an absolute
whirlwind of events, including
celebrating Keziah’s 19th and my 21st
birthdays.

On Valentine’s Day, we held an evening event at the
Whitehouse (our home and ‘community centre‘) inviting all
The church family were very hospitable and very friendly
the kids we teach in Wang Daeng. The evening included
letting us stay in their house. On our first day in Bangkok we some music performances from us and the kids, a drama
went for a bike ride where we were introduced to some of
about the ‘Good Samaritan’, snacks and a lot of games.
the youth, but we also visited a floating market where the
We have experienced a range of emotions during our time
food markets were literally floating along the lake. In the
here in Thailand. We laughed when we were teaching a class
evening, we headed to the Amazing Love Festival where
Franklin Graham was going to be giving a talk. At the end of and Jonny said “First” and a kid stood up, little did we know
the evening, Franklin Graham called people to come forward his name was “First”. We were embarrassed when we
for prayer and to open up their hearts to God, approximately danced in the rain and our neighbours thought we were
scared of the thunder so they sent out their kids to be with
2,000 people went forward both evenings!
us. We have often been confused by the language!
On Sunday, we attended both the youth and Wit’s (our
My team and I will be back in Kilmington for a week to
supervisor’s) service. We performed a couple of songs and
share our experiences in early May. Please look out for
shared a bit about ourselves. In the afternoon we joined the
youth for some fun, games and a Q&A. Spending time with posters and in Postscript for information regarding our
the youth was incredible, as we got to share stories, hobbies, events.
Paul Obudo
testimonies and the reason why we were in Thailand.
Here’s a summary of what we got up to:

EASTER LILIES
A reminder to Kilmington residents who would like to give
lilies in memory of loved ones at Easter, please pass your
orders to Caroline Lavender on 01297 34922 or Jenny
Nickolls on 01297 639758 by Thursday, 11th April.
The names of those to be remembered will be recorded in
Church on Easter Sunday 21st April, when prayers will be
said for them.
Caroline Lavender

SUMMER HOLIDAY CLUB 2019
@ THE BEACON
Save the dates - The annual Summer Holiday Club,
featuring Bible stories, games, crafts, puppets, songs and
more, for primary aged children will be taking place from
Monday, 5th to Friday, 9th August 2019.
More information will be available over the coming months.
Juletta Obudo
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FIVE ALIVE MISSION COMMUNITY FORTHCOMING EVENTS
PASSION PLAY IN SHUTE CHURCH
RUSSIAN CONCERT IN STOCKLAND
CHURCH

Father & Son: Son &
Father is a Passion Play by
the Reverend Neville
Boundy, directed by
Elisabeth Miller, to be
performed at St Michael's
Church, Shute on Good
Friday 19th April 2019 at
7.30 pm. Wine and soft
drinks will be available.
No tickets required and
donations accepted in a
retiring collection to cover
expenses and for St
Michael’s Church.

LYRA will be performing at St. Michael & All Angels
Church, Stockland on the evening of 15th May. They are a
small, mainly ‘Acappella’ vocal ensemble although they
perform some solo songs with piano accompaniment, and
were founded in St Petersburg, Russia. The group consists of
four members, bass, soprano, contralto and tenor that are
involved with the St Petersburg Conservatory.
Tickets are £12 and will be on sale throughout the Five
Alive Mission Community, in your local church, in
Archway Books, Axminster and from Michael Dods, Tel
01404 831208 or Rozanne Bulmer 01404-881261. The cost
of the ticket will include an interval glass of wine and light
refreshments. Parking will be available in the village and in
the former Kings Arms public house car-park.

Elizabeth Miller

Their concerts are an absolute treat and usually consist of
two parts: The first part is the sacred music of the Russian
Orthodox Church. It contains pieces of our famous
composers like Tchaikovski, Tchesnokov, Rachmaninov,
Gretchaninov and some lesser known outside of Russia, but
great masters of choir music. They also perform examples of
ancient church music. In the second part of the concert they
sing Russian folk songs in all their variety: comic, lyric,
dancing, love songs. Besides that, there are also pieces of
secular choir music by Russian composers in their
repertoire. They also have experience of performing
programmes of romances and arias from operas by Russian
composers. The church chants are in the Church-Slavonic
language (an ancient language, a kind of Russian, which has
been used as the only one in the Russian Orthodox Church).
The folk songs are in Russian. They make announcements in
English throughout the concert programme telling the
audience about the Russian orthodox tradition, church and
folk music as well as about every single piece they perform.

----------------------------------------------------------------

MESSY SPARKLERS

The Messy
Sparklers
volunteers have
been pleased to
welcome our
pastor, Darrell,
onto the team.
For our session
in March, he
told the story
of Baby Moses
who was saved
from Pharaoh
by his birth
mum and foster
mum. Most of our sensory activities this month related to
mums and babies.
On arrival, while the adults (and post office customers) had
coffee and biscuits, the children tasted jelly babies placed in
a cake paper ‘basket’, wrapped in a fruit blanket, together
with a variety of fruits plus some pancake if they fancied it,
as it was Shrove Tuesday. The touch activities included
playing with baby dolls and doing a bit of nappy changing
and painted foot/hand prints as a gift for a loved one. The
older children could use their sight to do some threading,
while the younger ones experienced sensory bags. All the
children were able to play with characters in fruit ‘baskets’
placed in water. As well as smelling the fresh oranges in the
water tray the children had a scented playdough river scene
to play with.
As we were preparing the hall, for the generous lunch
prepared by the ladies in the kitchen, we could hear lots of
action songs taking place on the other side of the screen.
During lunch, it was lovely to see so many parents,
grandparents and child minders with their children gathered
around tables chatting.

Michael Dods

---------------------------------------------------------------Messy Sparklers
meet every 1st
Tuesday during
term time, so our
next sessions are
on Tuesday, 2nd
April and
Tuesday, 7th
May from 10.30
am to 12.30 pm,
first child £2 plus
£1 for each
additional child.
Do check out our
Facebook group
Messy Sparklers, The Beacon, Kilmington for more
information. Remember to dress for mess!
Juletta Obudo

8

KILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
SUMMARY OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE
Transport Facilities: A high percentage of respondents use
the bus passes available, however more people would make
use of these if the bus came into the village. The Ring and
Ride service is valued by those that use it. There is concern
over the frequency and availability of public transport.

concerned about local hospital access, availability of NHS
Dentistry and difficulties collecting repeat prescriptions.

Road Safety: A large number of respondents felt strongly
about road safety. Speed limits and assisted crossing points
were the things most people felt should be included in any
road safety scheme. There was also a strong feeling that a
relief road providing direct access to the sewage works and
quarry from the A35 would be of benefit. Other areas of
concern included the parking around the school at drop off
and pick up, and the failure by some to use the designated
car parking facilities.

Oil Ordering Scheme: This is well supported and popular
with those that participate.

Parish Services: In response to concerns expressed over the
ability of the public to attend Parish Council meetings, there
is a recognition that better communication is required.

Availability of Information: The Postscript and parish
notice boards are the most popular sources of information.
Other sources used are the Parishes Paper and the website.
Phone Box Library: This is a valued resource within the
village and is well used.
Business: It is worthy of note that the diversity of businesses
operating within the village has increased.

Village Maintenance: The majority of respondents still
wish to see the regular cutting and maintenance of the green
spaces within the village. There is a concern over invasive
species control and a desire to see the preservation of
traditional Devon banks.

Recycling: The majority of respondents are happy with the
current recycling arrangements, and it is pleasing to see how
well this is used by most villagers.
Community Policing: There is concern over the availability
and visibility of community policing, however the response
to all emergency calls is good.

Footpaths: From the responses received footpaths,
bridleways and byways are used and enjoyed by a great
number of the public. Footpath maps are available in the
phone box library, and in other local facilities.

Thank you to all those who took the time to fill out and
return the questionnaires. The Council takes its
responsibilities seriously and will continue to do everything
possible to implement the recommendations made by
residents via this questionnaire.

Activities: There is a wide range of activities available
across the age demographic within the village, and these are
broadly well supported. Some respondents expressed a
desire to see adult education classes, particularly on
computing. Also fitness groups were requested.

The work on the main part of the Neighbourhood Plan is
ongoing and continues to progress. If anybody would like to
discuss the results above or would like to see the raw data,
please feel free to contact the Parish Council.

Health Services: Most respondents were happy with the
availability of local health services. A smaller section were

Ben Trott - Chairman
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WASHED UP?
If you leave the village and
drive along Trafalgar Way
towards Axminster, you can’t
have failed to notice the little
boat parked in the field on the
right. Most have wondered
what it’s doing there and some
have suggested it belonged to a
modern day Noah!
It actually belongs to a Turkish
shopkeeper and the reason it is
still there is that it is just not
economical to ship it back to
Turkey. How it came to arrive
there is an even more
interesting story.
A young couple who had just left university decided,
somewhat romantically, to leave their country to seek a
better life together somewhere in Europe. They stole the
little boat off the beach at Fibsagudeh and headed westwards
across the Mediterranean. Over the summer, doing casual
jobs on the tourist beaches they managed to work their way
through Greek and Italian waters, along the South of France
and settled in the small Spanish fishing port Campo de
Hierba, in the Valle del Hacha. Apparently, as this village is
not far from our British Overseas Territory Gibraltar, they
got a taste for the British way of life. When the summer
tourist work dried up, they set off again following the coast
out of the Med and northwards past Portugal and northern
Spain up to France. Their sights were firmly set on getting to
England, but the autumn weather was deteriorating.

beach and cliffs.

land in sight. But now with no
navigational equipment they
were in danger of getting totally
lost. Luckily their mobile smart
phone gave them access to the
internet and they desperately
searched Google for ‘Sky at
Night Star Navigation’. An
article in a magazine came up
and explained how to find the
North Star, so they now had a
chance to navigate their way
through the storm. Thankfully
the English coastline came into
sight in the early hours, but the
waves were pushing them
dangerously fast towards the

Then, through the gloom they saw an opening through a
harbour wall and just managed to control the little boat long
enough to enter into a river. As the flood tide was still
coming in fast they were swept inland for several miles. As
the speed of the water calmed they eventually ran aground in
a large lake. Exhausted they fell asleep and only awoke as
the sun came up over an embankment. The sign on the top
was ‘A35 Kilmington’. Turning on their smart phone again
they were amazed to discover that the ‘Sky at Night’
magazine article that had saved them was in fact from
Kilmington Postscript!

They have now returned to Jura-Avina-Laf in Spain and
published a book in Spanish about their adventures
‘Realmente Crees Esta Loca Historia’. The boat remains in
On the evening of 21st of October they left Guernsey to cross that same lake, which was actually a flooded field, where it
the channel to the UK. Half way across they were hit by the ran aground.
gale force winds of Storm Brian. Whilst they had been
Peter
following the coast around Europe they had always kept the

THE WORD IS UP!
This two-letter word in English has more meanings than any
other two-letter word, and that word is UP. It is listed in the
dictionary as an [adv], [prep], [adj], [n] or [v].
It's easy to understand UP, meaning toward the sky or at the
top of the list, but when we awaken in the morning, why do
we wake UP?
At a meeting, why does a topic come UP? Why do we
speak UP, and why are the officers UP for election (if there
is a tie, it is a toss UP) and why is it UP to the secretary to
write UP a report? We call UP our friends, brighten UP a
room, polish UP the silver, warm UP the leftovers and
clean UP the kitchen. We lock UP the house and fix UP the
old car.
At other times, this little word has real special meaning.
People stir UP trouble, line UP for tickets, work UP an
appetite, and think UP excuses.
To be dressed is one thing but to be dressed UP is special.

And this UP is confusing: A drain must be opened UP
because it is blocked UP.
We open UP a store in the morning but we close it UP at
night. We seem to be pretty mixed UP about UP!
To be knowledgeable about the proper uses of UP,
look UP the word UP in the dictionary. In a desk-sized
dictionary, it takes UP almost a quarter of the page and can
add UP to about thirty definitions.
If you are UP to it, you might try building UP a list of the
many ways UP is used. It will take UP a lot of your time,
but if you don't give UP, you may wind UP with (UP to) a
hundred or more.
When it threatens to rain, we say it is clouding UP. When
the sun comes out, we say it is clearing UP. When it rains,
the earth soaks it UP. When it does not rain for a while,
things dry UP. One could go on and on, but I'll wrap it UP,
for now . . . My time is UP!
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It’s now time for spring cooking, so

hopefully the ‘Good Friday’ fish recipes
will fit the bill, and then spoil yourself
with the delicious chocolate tarts.
SALMON WITH LEEKS AND PARSNIP MASH
Serves 4
4 x 130g salmon fillets
Juice and finely grated zest of 1 lemon
2 tbsp thyme leaves
1kg parsnips, chopped
4 tbsp crème fraîche
1 tbsp olive oil
2 leeks, thinly sliced
1. Heat oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6. Place the salmon
pieces into a roasting tin, squeeze over the
lemon juice and scatter with ½ the zest. Season and
sprinkle over ½ the thyme. Roast for 15 minutes until
salmon is cooked through.
2. Meanwhile, bring a lightly salted pan of water to the boil
and cook the parsnips for 15 minutes, until tender. Drain
well, then mash with the remaining lemon zest and crème
fraîche. Keep warm.
3. Heat the oil in a non-stick frying pan. Cook the leeks
over a medium heat for 6-8 minutes, adding a splash of water
and covering with a lid after 5 minutes, until soft. Stir the
leeks into the mash and serve with the salmon, scattered with
the remaining thyme leaves.
ROAST SALMON WITH PEAS,
POTATOES AND BACON
Serves 4

CHOCOLATE TARTS
makes 24
Pastry:
8oz plain flour
6oz butter
4 tbsp icing sugar
1 egg
Filling:
250g cream cheese, at room termperature
125g caster sugar
1 egg
125g dark chocolate, melted
3 tbsp ground almonds
100g white chocolate, melted
1. Preheat the oven to 180C/160C fan/Gas 4. Lightly grease
two 12-cup shallow patty tins. Place flour, butter and icing
sugar into a food processor and blend until mixture
resembles fine breadcrumbs. With the motor running add the
egg through the funnel, and process until the dough comes
together. Turn out on to a floured surface and gently bring
together using your finger tips. Place in the fridge for 30
minutes to allow the pastry to settle.
2. Roll out the dough until 3mm thick. Cut 24 rounds with
a 7cm fluted cutter and line patty tins.
3. Beat the cream cheese and sugar until light and creamy.
Add the egg and cooled melted chocolate. Beat until no
streaks are visible. Stir in the almonds. Spoon into the pastry
cases. Bake for 15 minutes. Cool on a rack. Drizzle with
white chocolate and leave to set.
Margaret Astbury

500g bag new potatoes, halved
2 tsp olive oil
150g pack smoked bacon lardons
Whole piece skinless salmon fillet (about
700g)
200g frozen peas, defrosted
4 spring onions, sliced
Splash white wine vinegar
Small handful of mint, chopped

SUDOKU CHALLENGE
Level: Medium

To solve this puzzle, each 3 x 3 square, row and column must contain all of the
numbers 1 to 9. The solution is on page 20.

3

1. Heat oven to 220C/200C fan/gas 7. Tip the potatoes into
a large shallow roasting tin and toss with 1tsp olive oil and
some seasoning. Roast for 20 minutes until just starting to
colour, then scatter over the lardons and return to the oven
for 10 minutes to crisp up.
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2. Remove the tin from the oven, push the potatoes and
bacon to the sides and lay the salmon in the middle. Brush
with the remaining oil, season, then return for 20 minutes
more until the salmon is just cooked through. Meanwhile,
cook the peas in boiling water for 2 minutes and drain.

6 1
9 2
4 6
1 7
8 5
1
6

7 3
7 5

3. When the fish is cooked, lift it to a serving dish. Stir the
peas and spring onions through the potatoes, drizzle with a
splash of vinegar, stir through the mint and season to taste.
Spoon around the salmon and serve.

9 7
1 2
4 9
12
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A NEW HERITAGE CENTRE FOR AXMINSTER – AT LAST!
After almost twenty years of planning and hard work by
many local people, The New Axminster Heritage Centre will
officially be opened on Saturday, April 6th by a direct
descendant of Thomas Whitty, the first carpet maker in
Axminster in 1755. Dr Peter Bradshaw and his wife are
flying over from Vancouver for the occasion.

Axminster carpet loom, which will
occasionally be run for visitors. A
small shop and The Visitor
Information Point will be located in
the new reception area, entered via
the original carriageway.

This will be a celebration to thank all the people who have,
in various ways brought this project to life. Many have
shown their interest by becoming members of Axminster
Heritage and receive regular newsletters to keep them
informed of the progress. Others have used their talents to
help with the mammoth task of moving the original museum
artefacts and resiting them in their new home.

Local volunteers will
continue to run the
attraction and the centre
manager would be pleased
to hear from anyone,
whatever your skill set or
time commitments, who
would like to join the
existing friendly team. Full
The Original 1800s T Whitty training will be given, call
Loom
Nigel Sadler for a chat on
01297 639884.

Visitors to the new heritage centre will be able to take a trip
through time to learn what has made Axminster and the
surrounding area what it is today. Children can enjoy their
own trail with dressing up points and interactive activities.
The previous temporary gallery display area has been
considerably enlarged
and this new modern
interactive attraction
should now have a much
wider appeal. A special
focus on the town’s
carpet industry includes
a 1930s Crabtree

On April 6th the New Heritage Centre will open to the public
at 10.00 am and a Saturday Market is to be held in Trinity
Square. Sidmouth Town Band Ensemble will play from
11.00 am prior to the official opening ceremony at 12.00 pm.
Entry is free until April 18th so come and enjoy. Discover the
history of the Axe Valley for yourselves and see how the
Whitty’s family carpet manufactory has been rejuvenated.
Peter Ball

EMAIL SCAMS
demands varied from a mere $700 US (no Bitcoin) to over
$1,000 US.

We have recently been subjected to two email scams and
wonder whether others in the village have had a similar
experience.
Several months ago, we received an email which appeared to
have originated in Japan, stating that the sender had
somehow gained access to our password which enabled him
to watch and record all our dealings on the internet. In fact,
the password he quoted was an inaccurate version of an old
password. He went on to say that he had noted that we had
watched some extraordinary pornography and that unless we
paid him several thousand US dollars in Bitcoin, he would
send that material to all our regular contacts. I dismissed the
matter as an obvious scam (a later demand even accused our
cat of watching that stuff!) but we were nevertheless
apprehensive as to what he might say to our friends if he had
somehow hacked into our system. This email was the first in
a series which emanated from a variety of senders whose

We eventually sent one of these emails to Sky (our
Broadband provider) who somewhat airily stated that it was
a scam and that they receive hundreds of these emails daily
from customers. So, anyone else who receives similar emails
can safely disregard them.
A month ago, we received another email stating that we
appeared to have made an over-payment of Council Tax and
gave details of a ‘Government-type’ web site we should
contact to obtain further information. No doubt had we done
so we would have been asked to provide details of our bank
account to which the so-called over-payment would have
been sent. There were obvious grammatical and other errors
in the email and East Devon District Council subsequently
confirmed it is indeed a scam. BEWARE.

VILLAGE HALL NEWS
The AGM of the Village Hall will be held on Wednesday,
17th April at 7.30 pm in the Cudmore Room.
The Spring Clean will take place on Monday, 29th April,
starting at 8.30 am. Please come and give a helping hand.
Sylvia Newbery

13

Angus Falconer

WARTIME EVACUATION
during WWI serving in the
It was a sunny afternoon on 17th
Devonshire Regiment and was now
August 1940 in Croydon, Surrey,
a farm labourer. I went to
when at the age of five years, my
Kilmington Primary School which
life was changed suddenly and
was rather unnerving on my first
dramatically. I heard the drone of
day because my two brothers were
aircraft overhead and saw masses
too old and my sister was too
of them with tiny black dots falling
young. However, I soon settled
earthwards. Luckily, my elder
down making friends among the
brother John, better known down
forty or so children, (boosted when
here later as Jack, recognised what
evacuees arrived), which included
was happening and he bundled my
those still living here, namely
other brother Roy, my sister
Dudley Hurford, Lionel Quick,
Margaret and myself together and
Sheila Hill nee Finnimore and
pushed us into the Anderson air
Betty Gage nee Woodman and
raid shelter dug into the bottom of
Margaret Dare. Miss Kerry was
the garden of 23 Godson Road. It
Head, helped by Miss Wright (who
was seconds after we hit the earth
used to like her leg scratched while
floor that there were explosions
she read us stories); the practice
coming closer until a massive one
stopping immediately when Miss
poured dust and filth through the
Hodson the new Head arrived! We
opening of the shelter as we
used to go on nature rambles, play
crouched in terror on the ground. It
kiss-chase with the girls, bring
was a few minutes later that the air
rabbits, fish, newts, frogs, lizards
raid warning sounded and we
etc. to show our friends, and I used
huddled together hearing the noise
to share pickled onions packed by
of aircraft. When the “all clear”
my mother at break time. In spite
siren sounded Jack ran to our house
of the war, it was fairly carefree
followed by the rest of us, fearful
from a youngsters point of view
about our mother because it was
and it did not seem to affect the
obviously badly damaged. She had
Margaret,
Roy
and
Brian
outside
the
cottage
teaching and learning aspect. There
been blown from one wall to the
were
plenty of signs of war, of
other, but apart from cuts and
course,
with
beach
defences,
pill
boxes along the roads and
bruises, she survived and hastened to reassure us. Our father
rivers
and
convoys
of
tanks,
guns
and troops.
soon came running home from work explaining that the
Luftwaffe had just attacked Croydon airport where he
managed aircraft repairs, and he had survived by diving
under a parked lorry.
We stayed with friends
for the next three nights
and then my parents
took us by train to
Axminster and thence to
Kilmington where Harry
and May Hurford in the
shop were friends. My
father found a cottage
down a muddy lane at
Hills Farm which
George Trott agreed to
rent to us and my father
returned to pack up
what was left of our
property and we moved
Fred Chard with two prize
in. He soon left to
32lb mangolds
continue the war effort
leaving my mother to
bring up four children in a cottage with no electricity,
running water or proper sanitation. Luckily, there was a very
kindly couple living next door, Fred and Ethel Chard, who
gave us enormous help. He had been gassed in the trenches

14

Margaret and Brian with Gert and Daisy

night and I have to confess tying a large spoon
on a broom handle to steel moorhens eggs to
eat; tickling trout by the river and “scrumping”
for apples and pears in the farm orchards
seemed to be fair game at that time.

Brian, Margaret and Roy on Trott’s tractor

Well before D-Day the GIs passing along the A35 used to
throw us sweets, a real treat at the time, but we waited until
they were out of sight before we picked them up. Highlights
included catching hold of a cable of a drifting barrage
balloon until it started to pull us up; getting a short flight in
an American Army Piper Cub that had landed in a field by
the River Axe; and watching two Spitfires attacking a
German fighter as it flew down the Axe Valley.

In the later stages of the war two Italian
prisoners of war came each day to labour on
the farm. They had no guards because they
were very pleased to be out of the fighting and
my mother took pity on them and used to feed
them snacks and drinks. In return, they used to
pick willows and make beautiful baskets etc.
Two tragedies happened while we were there;
the milking herd of 100 Ayrshire cattle
contracted foot and mouth disease and had to
be slaughtered and buried in lime pits at the
bottom of the lane. Then George Trott’s eldest
son Arthur, a Flying Officer navigator, was
shot down with the crew of a Halifax 2 bomber
in a raid over Stuttgart in 1943 and died of his
wounds aged 22 years in a German hospital. We were so
upset because he used to let us ride on the tractor and on the
cart horses when we arrived in Devon.

I can recall dancing with the crowds in Axminster Square on
D- Day in 1945, Kit Holmes with her skirts up to her
eyebrows! But rationing continued with queues outside
Hurfords Stores and at George Farm where Jack Saunders
was the butcher. I won a scholarship to Exeter School in
1947 and went to board there as my parents moved to Luton
My second brother Roy brought home an American army GI because of my father’s job with the Percival Aircraft
who was amazed at the primitive conditions that we were
Company. I left Kilmington with a strong Christian faith,
living under, and he always arrived with a few goodies. In
nurtured by being a choir boy in St Giles’ Church from the
return, he used to enjoy eggs from our two chickens,
age of five, and by the Rev Stamp in particular; my faith
nicknamed Gert and Daisy, and we were amused when asked never wavered throughout an eventful life.
for his eggs to be cooked “sunny side up”. Although food
Brian Lavender
rationing was in force we supplemented our rations by
catching rabbits with a ferret and nets, clatting for eels at

HOME-THOUGHTS, FROM ABROAD
By Robert Browning
Oh, to be in England
Now that April’s there,
And whoever wakes in England
Sees, some morning, unaware,
That the lowest boughs and the brushwood sheaf
Round the elm-tree bole are in tiny leaf,
While the chaffinch sings on the orchard bough
In England - now!

And after April, when May follows,
And the whitethroat builds, and all the swallows!
Hark, where my blossomed pear-tree in the
hedge
Leans to the field and scatters on the clover
Blossoms and dewdrops - at the bent spray’s
edge That’s the wise thrush; he sings each song twice
over,
Lest you should think he never could recapture
The first fine careless rapture!
And though the fields look rough with hoary
dew,
All will be gay when noontide wakes anew
The buttercups, the little children’s dower
- Far brighter than this gaudy melon-flower
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Walking around the garden looking at plants
emerging and leaf buds unfurling, I realized that
I have planted a number of the same plants
repeatedly in many of the beds. I would like to claim this as
part of my overall garden design to aid the flow from one
bed or border to another, but in reality the plants I have used
are just great ‘doers’ in my view. A number of factors
influenced my planting ‘strategy’. The garden’s history was
a good clue as to what grew well and where; my dislike of
weeding meant the plants had to be tough enough to smother
or at least hide weeds. Another factor was to bring shape, a
range of colour and texture into a bed or border. I am always
keen to add plants that would perform for two seasons or
more. I have chosen a few which might be of interest.

plant but, without a magnifying glass, it is difficult to tell the
difference when you buy them. By chance, one of mine does
have beautiful berries, but all the others, disappointingly,
must be male.

The summer of 2018 was one of the driest on record. Martin
described his daily routine which was focused on keeping
the plants in his nursery alive: up early to water at 5.30 am
and repeating the exercise late at night when the temperature
had dropped. His talk explored how to use plants which
could thrive in dry conditions and yet give a year-round
display of colour. First of all, Martin showed a soil map of
East Devon, and pointed out that the soil in Shute is quite
different from Kilmington, more acid and less water
retentive. Lesson One – understand your soil! Plants were
dealt with in groups – alpines, perennials, shrubs and
grasses, with explanations of why certain plants cope better
than others in a dry climate. Leaves are important indicators:
leaves of succulents store water; silver and grey leaves are
more drought resistant, as are narrow or hairy leaves. Many
of these features are seen in Mediterranean plants which
have evolved to survive in low rainfall areas.

recommendations were aubretia, thrift, pinks, lavender and
rosemary; and among the ones to avoid were hostas,
hydrangeas, loosestrife, monarda and carex. Although most
grasses are drought tolerant, sedges such as carex fare badly
without damp roots. As for lawns – let them go brown,
Martin advised – they should revive in the winter. Tender
perennials will also thrive in a Mediterranean summer,
especially pelargoniums and French lavender.

Another plant to bring some structure throughout the garden
is Euphorbia. Euphorbia characias subspecies wulfenii is
currently strutting its stuff, with lime green flowers about
four feet high above soft green grey leaves. It brings a real
zing to the garden before much else really gets going. There
are about 1,900 different varieties of Euphorbia and I
confess to forgetting the names of many of the smaller
versions I have dotted around. One particularly large
structural variety, whose name I do remember, is Euphorbia
mellifera, which has a large handsome dome, and dark green
I have chosen an evergreen dome, a plant that is structural, a lance-shaped leaves that are flushed with purple when
spike to give a bit of height and a soft floppy plant for edges, young. The acid yellow brown-centred flowers appear in
and finally to a plant that provides an all year round interest. May and are heavily scented with honey. In last year’s heat
they were actually dripping with sweet nectar. They are
The evergreen dome that I repeatedly plant is a Skimmia. I
followed by warty fruits. Beware, because it can grow to six
have two varieties, Skimmia x confusa ‘Kew Green’ and
feet tall and eight feet wide but it can, in my experience, be
Skimmia japonica ‘Rubella’. Both have dark glossy leaves
and produce masses of small creamy white flowers, growing pruned to stop it outgrowing a space. The sap of Euphorbia
can be an irritant so always wear gloves and take care when
in clusters and producing a fabulous scent. The rubella
pruning. After pruning, most varieties provide interesting
variety has dark red buds that are very attractive through
foliage in a range of green/grey, some with a lovely pink
winter. They are low, slow growing bushes, unusually they
tinge.
escape my secateurs. They seem to do well in sun or shade,
Apologies, for as ever, I have run out of space, and so I will
and I have planted them as a sort of full stop at the end of a
return to the other key plants another time.
border or in some spot where the scent will waft, as I might
stop to look at a view or walk close by. To get the scarlet
Mary-Anne Driscoll
berries in the winter, you need both a female and a male

Plant names and illustrations followed, many of them wellknown but all accompanied by Martin’s expert growing tips
or recommendations of specific varieties. Among the
succulents, sedums are gardeners’ favourites, with fleshy
leaves in white and silver as well as shades of green, and
long-lasting flowers. They require minimum care – just cut
down to new rosettes in early spring. Among the

As he went through his chosen plants, Martin also offered us
wise advice for gardening in a dry summer. Lesson Two –
get your plants off to a good start. Soak the hole as well as
the plant beforehand and mulch after watering it in. When
using mulch to aid moisture retention over a larger area,
water the ground well before spreading the bark or compost.
And as there is no better water than rain, we should all have
as many water butts as possible. Martin had brought with
him plants for sale, many unusual and all irresistible.
Inspired by his enthusiasm, members were keen to try
something new in their own gardens.
Sydie Bones
12th:

April
Alternative Plants for Alternative Places –
Gold Club Speaker
N.B. Don’t forget to plant your gladiolus bulb on or
about April 1st and bring to the July meeting.
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION KILMINGTON BRANCH
Greetings from Kilmington RBL, we hope this finds you
well and in fine fettle! As I commence this month’s edition I
am able to look out on blue skies, white clouds and sunshine,
which of course is in stark contrast to the snow and ice of
last year!
Unfortunately, it is with much sadness that I have to report
the sad news that Mrs Eileen Green recently died at home in
Silver Street, Kilmington at the age of 93. Her husband
George, was a Fleet Air Arm pilot who was involved in the
attack on the Bismarck. Eileen and George were longstanding members of the Royal British Legion and our
thoughts are with their family.
So what is new? Nationally, there are two major events; the
75th Anniversary of D-Day and also the 50th anniversary of
the deployment of British troops into Northern Ireland
(Operation Banner). Over 300,000 service personnel were
deployed to Northern Ireland over 38 years. In total 1,441
UK Armed Forces personnel died as a result of operations in
Northern Ireland or para-military actions in other countries.
To mark this significant anniversary the Legion will host a
commemorative event at the NMA on the 14th August 2019
and we will keep you all up to date as more details become
available.
On to other news; first and foremost our annual Spring
Coffee morning will take place on Saturday, 13th April at
Kilmington Village Hall, where you will be able to enjoy
good company while topping up on all your spring/ Easter
necessities (look out for the posters). Just a quick reminder
that our monthly ‘get togethers’ continue alternately at the
New and Old Inn and also the Tuckers Arms, Dalwood on
the first Friday of each month; the next being at the Tuckers

Arms on Friday, 5th April at the slightly later time of 6.30
pm.
Our membership currently stands at 125, which is slightly
down on previous years, however, we are actively seeking
more members to join our cause. Please encourage those you
know to join our incredible social organisation and if you
need any assistance please do not hesitate to contact either
our member’s secretary John Watts, or any of the committee.
Please remember you don’t have to be, or have been a
serving member of the Armed Forces to join, we welcome
everyone.
Dates for your diary:
Fri

5th Apr

6.30 pm

Sat 13th Apr

Tuckers Arms

Monthly ‘Get Together’

Village Hall

Spring Coffee Morning

Fri

3rd May

6.00 pm

New Inn

Monthly ‘Get Together’

Fri

7th June

6.00 pm

Old Inn

Monthly ‘Get Together’

Fri

19th June

6.00 pm

Fri

5th July

Annual Outing
Fernwood Farm

Sat 27th July

Village Hall

Barbeque
Village Show and Fayre

Fri

2nd Aug

6.00 pm

New Inn

Monthly ‘Get Together’

Fri

6th Sept

6.00 pm

Old Inn

Monthly ‘Get Together’
with Annual Lecture

Finally, if you have any thoughts or ideas of how we can
make the RBL more attractive to our younger community,
please contact me or any of the committee. I look forward to
seeing you all at our events.
Cdr Staff Seward OBE RN Rtd
Chairman RBL Kilmington Branch

AXMINSTER HOSPITAL LEAGUE OF FRIENDS
WELL PEOPLE IT HAS HAPPENED!
Hospiscare at Home (End of Life Care) is up and running
with the nursing team based in a rather nice ‘duty room’ at
Axminster Hospital. If you, or a loved one, is in need of such
care the normal route is via your GP or Healthcare
Professional. Either way you will need to complete the
referral form and have it signed by your doctor or health care
professional. The service is free at the point of delivery. I
have met the nurses and without exception they have the
incredible ability of making you feel relaxed, welcome and
cared for. Rare qualities.
Now for the old chestnut. This is costing the League of
Friends a vast amount of money and will go on doing so as
long as the service is needed. The League is completely
funding the service in Axminster and the surrounding Axe
Valley.

If you would like to adopt us as your chosen charity we
would be delighted. If your organisation is having an event,
fair or fete or anything else we would be glad to come along
and raise funds ourselves. The League of Friends are
passionate about this project and every little helps.
To say thank you to everyone for their support we are
extending our AGM on the 28th June at 6.30 p.m. in the
Axminster Guildhall to include a little party after the
formalities are over. This is to thank you all for your
generous support over the years and hope that this support
will continue.
Thank you for reading this.
Ann Veit
Telephone – 01297 552376
Email – AnnVmus@aol.com - Secretary

We need to continue to raise funds for both the Hospiscare at
Home service and to support the hospital and health care
needs of the people of the community and we ask you to
support us in any way you can.
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENTAL MASONS

W. G. POTTER

Julian & Karen Hussey DipFD NAFD
~ a family business ~
Dignified, Professional & Caring
• Offices also at Bridport, Seaton, Honiton &
Ottery St. Mary
• Pre-arranged & prepaid funeral plans

Members of The National Association
of Funeral Directors
Recommended by The Good Funeral Guide and
The Natural Death Centre
West Street, Axminster EX13 5NX

01297 34283

www.funeraldirectors.uk.com
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The first day of spring is one thing, and the first spring day is another.
The difference between them is sometimes as great as a month.
Every day the sun warms our patio doors
I read an article the other day about the
on the south face of the house, the
climate change winds and their possible
ladybirds stir and we get up to twenty
impact on the pattern of bird migration.
taking walks over the glass. Swarms
As they use these air currents to travel
arrived in the autumn on the bright cream
the huge distances it’s bound to make a
south wall, apparently because some
difference. I guess it must be a bit like
insects have phototaxis - the same
setting out on a mammoth sailing voyage
attraction to light that moths have.They
for all these millions of birds that migrate
then used the gaps in the patio door
each year. A favourable wind is certain to
extrusions to hibernate. Now when it gets
help our swallows and house martins’
warm they venture out for the day. This is
trip of around 3,000 miles from Africa.
Frog Spawn in Tree
now likely to be an annual event too as
But there are tiny songbirds weighing no
ladybirds leave behind trails of
more than two tablespoons of salt which fly from Africa to
pheromones, which attract them to the same sites year after
the Arctic. Some 9,000 miles covering distances of up to 180
year.
miles per day, their voyages will take them from one to three
As we move through spring, look out for blobs of frog
spawn in ponds and ditches. The mild winter will mean that
most of the spawn has survived, in fact the frost usually only
kills off the eggs on the outside which then turn white. The
spawn that sinks into ponds has more protection from frosts.
I guess, as the frogs must get caught out most years, over
time evolution has resulted in them laying so much of it
now. If you find frog spawn up a tree, don’t be too amazed
as it’s not such an unusual occurrence. Buzzards and crows
often catch frogs and take them off to a nearby perch to eat.
However, they don't eat their ovaries because the eggs or
spawn contained in them expand massively when they come
in to contact with water - enough to give the birds a real
stomach ache. The ovaries that the birds leave on the perch
then expand and burst when they get wet, resulting in a
clump of spawn known as ‘star-slime’ appearing in the tree.
On the ground we’ve certainly had a good showing of
primroses through March. This year’s warm weather may
give us an earlier appearance of bluebells, buttercups and
daisies which normally don’t show until the beginning of
May. In our woods the bracken is also due to sprout up and
the verges will soon be decorated by white cow parsley.

months! I’ve often heard reports when the wind and weather
has deteriorated over France and northern Spain, our ‘early’
birds that had made it to the Mediterranean coasts stay put
until the weather improves.

About 40% of the world’s bird species are regular migrants,
in the UK it’s slightly higher - about half of our species.
Most arrive and depart from mid-March through April and
on into May. Various dates have been named after them too;
April 15th is known as Swallow Day although the observers
at Portland record that our first sightings average out to 29th
March. For the House Martin they give us 8th April, let’s
hope we get a few more this spring as numbers in
Kilmington were well down last year. Dates for Cuckoo Day
vary around the country and some places even hold Cuckoo
Fairs. Portland’s Cuckoo average is 19th April, but again
numbers arriving on these shores are well down. Once a
regular occurrence, I can’t recall hearing one for years. Keep
your ears and eyes open for them and enjoy the longer
brighter days.
Peter

FIVE ALIVE OIL SYNDICATE
VILLAGE HALL ‘100’ CLUB
The winners of the draw held on
23rd February 2019
D Mellows
£25
J Gordon-Kerr £10
A Dare
£10

P Huscroft
B Southey
R Seaton

£5
£5
£5

For further details, please contact
Jean Falconer - 01297 33708

The April deadline falls on the 22nd April and I would
appreciate it if members would submit their orders by the
evening of the 21st. Requests for exact amounts please, or if
ordering a top up then an estimate to the nearest 100 litres if
possible with a minimum order of 500 litres.
There will be no order in May.
A member has kindly brought to my attention the services of
a company who deal quickly and efficiently with oil leaks or
spillages from ruptured tanks. The company offers to
temporarily store unused oil and deal with the leak before
damage is caused to the immediate environment. Contact
Roberts on 07785 274282.
Colin Stewart
01297 792538
cogstewart@aol.com
cogstewartcs@gmail.com
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NIGEL PHILLIPS

GARDENING SERVICES
Does your garden need a good tidy

READY FOR SPRING

Phone Nigel Phillips 01297 35302
Also regular grass cutting and up-keep all
year. Friendly local service.

Your local chimney sweep

07432 118318 or 01404
831288

Evening and weekend appointments available.

Pets
DEBONAIR DOGZ
Professional Dog Grooming Services

Please call Debbie Woodhouse to discuss
your pet’s individual requirements
Tel 01404 831 438 Mobile 07966 250441
Offwell Nr Honiton

Member of and Professionally trained by a school recommended by the British Dog
Grooming Association

MATURE FEMALE CLEANER
CALL SADIE
0129734367
MOBILE 07779703388

SUDOKU
SOLUTION

Kilm
of

20

The
Temple
Salvation
kindly
come to
on
July to

4
9
6
2
8
5
7
3
1

7
1
8
3
9
6
5
4
2

5
3
2
1
4
7
6
9
8

8
2
9
6
5
3
1
7
4

6
7
3
4
1
2
8
5
9

1
4
5
8
7
9
2
6
3

3
6
4
5
2
1
9
8
7

9
8
1
7
6
4
3
2
5

2
5
7
9
3
8
4
1
6

ington
Songs
Praise
Exeter
Band of the
Army has
agreed to
Kilmington
Sunday 17th
lead a Songs

Tim Whitehead
Lyme and Axe Vale Property
Caretaking and Maintenance.
Interior, Exterior, Home and
Garden.
Repairs, Decorating, Handyman
and Gardening Services.
Honesty, Reliability and Value
Guaranteed.
DBS Checked, Fully Insured
and LOCAL.
(01297) 33023 or 07967 915302

This music class in Colyton, is
perfect for children aged 1 to 3.
Run by a teacher and musician, it is
a great grounding in music for the
little ones, and also lots of fun!
Singing, games, movement,
playing percussion.
9.30 – 10 am, Thursday
Reece Strawbridge Centre, Colyton

axevalehandyman@btinternet.com

See musicseeds.co.uk for more
details
Or contact Leah Stonex on
07850 157520
leah@musicseeds.co.uk
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Trustpilot

Oil & LPG Boiler Specialists
Service

Repair

Install
Website: synergisw.co.uk

Email: info@synergisw.co.uk

24 Hour Availability

Call: 01404 234363

“Efficient and friendly whose fast
service fixed our boiler in no
time”
Tony in Honiton

What our customers
are saying…

“Excellent service. They
sorted out the problem I
had with the boiler very
quickly and efficiently”
Mark in Taunton

“Did a fantastic job, finished to a high
standard with customer satisfaction to boot.
Came very highly recommended and did not
disappoint”
Sam in Exeter
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Are you worried about your
Tax Returns?
We provide a friendly, professional service
for self assessment returns, business
accounts and all aspects of taxation based on
experience, qualifications and
confidentiality.

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE
For an initial free meeting please telephone
our office and ask to speak to
Hayley Perham (Taxation Director)
or email: crwaccountants@btconnect.com

Telephone 01297 553286
The Personal, Professional approach to
Taxation, providing “Peace of Mind”
CRW Accountants Ltd
The Mews, Queen Street, Colyton, Devon
EX24 6JU
www.crwaccountants.co.uk

KILMINGTON CROSS
SERVICES
(PETROL STATION)
Tel. No: 01297 631089

Latte,

MILK : NEWSPAPERS : HOT SNACKS :
GROCERIES
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS : COAL
CALOR GAS
PHOTOCOPYING : OFF LICENCE
PAY POINT : E-TOP UP : GAS & ELECTRIC

OPENING HOURS
Monday-Saturday 6.00 am - 10.00 pm
Sunday 7.00 am - 10.00 pm

e

To help locals, we have introduced
“You pay, we wash” system
on Tuesdays between 10.00 am and 4.00 pm
We jet wash and vacuum your car.
Please come and try it out!
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e

• yecatching

DRESSMAKING AND DESIGN
in Kilmington Village
Discuss your requirement with Rosemary
Tel. 01297 639270

AERIALS & CABLES
AERIAL REPAIRS & INSTALLATIONS

Digital Upgrade
FM • Multi-Points
Free Estimates
0781 4481 833

Home Sweet Home

Reliable, Friendly Cleaning Services
Domestic Dwellings to B&B and
Holiday Accommodation

01297 631584 or 07811 942253

10 Years’ Cleaning Experience
Call Helen on 07752081433
Elderly Friendly

The

MNR MOWERS LTD
Unit 8 Devonshire Court
Heathpark Industrial Estate
Honiton, Devon EX14 1SB

SALES SERVICE SPARES

Collection & Delivery in East Devon
For all types of Garden machinery

Tel 01404 548300 Fax 01404 548301
MNRMOWERSLTD@UNIT8.ECLIPSE.CO.UK

DONATIONS, PAYMENT FOR ADVERTISING SPACE
AND ARTICLES/NOTICES FOR POSTSCRIPT (i.e. THOSE NOT SENT BY
EMAIL)
It has been necessary to set up alternative arrangements following the closure of the village shop.
DIRECTIONS FOR FINDING Vicky Larcombe’s house. Vicky is treasurer for Postscript.
With your back to Hurfords Stores, turn left and walk up The Street, passing Koppers, Kushi Kitchen, the Bull Pen and
West Gate on your right. The next house is Brookside where Mrs Vicky Larcombe lives. If you find yourself crossing
Meadow Bank, you have gone a few steps too far.
Please post payments for advertising in Postscript and donations to help with printing costs
through the front door of Vicky Larcombe’s house. Thank you.
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AXMINSTER
CO. LTD.
ChrisPRINTING
Stubbs
Axminster
Printing
Co.
Ltd.
www.axminsterprinting.co.uk
Email: www.axminsterprinting.co.uk
keith
or jane @axminsterprinting.co.uk
Electrical
Email: keith@axminsterprinting.co.uk or jane@axminsterprinting.co.uk
Find us
Facebook
Eston
1981

OFFICE ADDRESS: UNIT 2,
• Printers
PrivateandandBusiness
Business
Stationery:
• Printers
of ofPrivate
Stationery:
THE
ASSEMBLY
ROOMS,
including:
Headings,
Business
Cards,
Canvasses,
Compliment
Slips, Headed
including Headings, Business Cards, Compliment Slips, Headed
Cards,
GUNDRY
LANE,
BRIDPORT,
Cards,
Postcards,
Invoices,
Menus,
Greeting
Cards,
Wedding
Postcards, Invoices, Wedding Stationery, single through to multi Stationery,
colour, etc.
single through DORSET,
to multi colour, etc. DT6 3RL
• Well
StockedOffice
Stationery
Bridport
No. Shop:
01308 422726
• Well
Stocked
including
Recycled
Range, Stationery
Children’s ActivityShop:
Kits, Shredders, Laminators,
Kilmington
Home
01297
631244
Wide range
pricedNo.
stationery,
for office home
or hobby
Trimmers,
etc. of competitively
Mobile No. 07836 247294
•
Art
and
Craft
including card making
• Card Making
andSupplies:
Craft Supplies
email:
StubbsChris@hotmail.com

EDWARDIAN EXTRAVAGANZA
£100 IMPULSE BUY IN THE 1950’s
MAKES £380,000 AT AUCTION
Six catalogued fine art sales every year &
popular weekly general sales with a team
of specialists covering all categories

• Computer
• Craft
Demos Supplies:

•

friendly
service
including: CD’s,“For
DVD’s,a Memory
Sticks,
Printer Cartridges, Bluetooth
at aEarphones,
competitive
pricePrinter
call Cables,
us today”
Speakers,
Printer Paper,
Printers, etc. all at
competitive prices.

Computer Consumables:

including CD’s, DVD’s, Memory Sticks, Printer Cartridges, Extensive range
of Printer Paper, Printer Cables, Printers, etc. all at competitive prices.

•

•
•

Free valuation mornings
MONDAY - 9.30am-12.30pm - CREWKERNE
FRIDAY - 9.00am-11.30am - THE CASTLE HOTEL, TAUNTON

Full Colour Posters A4, A3, A2, A1

Full
Colour Posters A4, A3, A2, A1
• Laminating - from Business Card to A1 size

Home visits by arrangement

01460 73041

Comb Binding, Rubber
Stamps,
Creasing, Folding,
Hole Punching.
Business
CardStitching
to A1andsize
Laminating
-from

The Linen Yard, South Street, Crewkerne TA18 8AB
Email: enquiries@lawrences.co.uk

01297 32266

WESTStreet,
STREET,Axminster
AXMINSTERDevon
DEVONEX13
EX13 5NU
West
5NU 01297 32266

AXE VALLEY WILDLIFE PARK
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Repair
Mobile
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throughout
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Formerly David
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aa while
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and
please come
along for&
someRepair
age-appropriate
Service
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all and aa
Service
&
free
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bookings
are still
still
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Garden
Machinery
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in,
and
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to
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We
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the
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Give
us aa
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2
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or
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Marie
Marie

Est 1981

OFFICE ADDRESS: UNIT 2,
THE ASSEMBLY ROOMS,
Are you
worried about your
GUNDRY LANE, BRIDPORT,
Tax Returns?
DORSET, DT6 3RL
We provide a friendly, professional service
Bridport
Office No.
01308
422726
for self assessment
returns,
business
accounts
and allHome
aspectsNo.
of taxation
on
Kilmington
01297 based
631244
experience, qualifications and
Mobileconfidentiality.
No. 07836 247294
email:
StubbsChris@hotmail.com
HOME
VISITS AVAILABLE

For an initial free meeting please telephone
our office
ask toservice
speak to
“For aand
friendly
Hayley
Perham (Taxation
at a competitive
price callDirector)
us today”
or email: crwaccountants@btconnect.com

Telephone 01297 553286
The Personal, Professional approach to
Taxation, providing “Peace of Mind”
CRW Accountants Ltd
The Mews, Queen Street, Colyton, Devon
EX24 6JU
www.crwaccountants.co.uk
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WEEK TO VIEW (Events that happen the same time every week)
Sunday
Monday
Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri
Monday
Monday alternate
Tuesday

Wednesday
Friday

10.30 am
6.00 pm
early
9.15 am
2.00 - 4.00 pm
2.00 - 4.30 pm
9.30 am
10.00 - noon
10.00 - noon
10.00 - noon
1.30 - 3.30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 - 9.00 pm
9.15 am
2.00 - 4.00 pm
10.00 - noon

The Beacon
The Beacon
Your house
Kilmington Primary School
Village Hall
Pavilion, dates circulated
St Giles’ Church
Village Hall
Village Hall Foyer
The Beacon
St Giles’ Church
Village Hall
St Giles’ Tower
The Beacon
Village Hall
St Giles’ Church

The Baptist Church morning service
The Baptist Church meet every 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sunday in month

Recycling collections
Pre-school playgroup for 3+
Country Dancing for all ages
Bridge Club
Holy Communion followed by coffee
Table Tennis
Coffee and get-together
The Post Office
St Giles’ Handicraft Group followed by ‘Pop Up’ Café
Badminton
Bell-ringing practice alternate weeks with The Minster, Axminster
Toddlers and Tinies
Short mat bowls
Coffee and a warm welcome

DATES FOR APRIL 2019
Tue

Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Tue

Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun

Tue
Sat
Sun
Mon

2nd
2nd
2nd
3rd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
6th
7th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th

Early
10.30 am
7.30 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm
12.00 noon
6.00 pm
12.00 noon
7.30 pm
3.00 pm
8.00 pm
Early
10.00 am
7.30 pm
12.00 noon
7.30 pm

13th
13th
14th
14th
16th
16th
16th
17th
17th
18th
18th
19th
19th
20th
21st
21st
21st
23rd
27th
27th
28th
29th
29th

10.30 am - 12.00 noon
3.00 pm
9.45 am
10.30 am
Early
10.30 am
12.30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
12.00 noon
7.30 pm
10.30 am
7.30 pm
3.00 pm
7.00 am
10.30 am
11.00 am
Early
8.00 am
7.30 pm
9.30 am
Early
8.30 am

Your house
The Beacon
Pavilion
Village Hall
The Minster, Axminster
Village Hall
The Tuckers Arms, Dalwood
Axminster Heritage Centre
The Minster, Axminster
St Giles’ Church
The New Inn
Your house
The Beacon
St Giles’ Church
Village Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall
St Giles’ Church
The Common
St Giles’ Church
Your house
The Beacon
The Beacon
Cudmore Room
St Giles’ Church
Village Hall
The Beacon
Playing Field
Shute Church
The Beacon
Shute Beacon
The Beacon
St Giles’ Church
Your House
The Beacon
Village Hall
St Giles’ Church
Your house
Village Hall

26

Garden Waste Collection
Messy Sparklers
Parish Council Meeting
Moviola: King of Thieves
Lent Talk with Vince Turner
Lent Lunch
Royal British Legion ‘Get Together’
Grand Opening
Axminster and District Choral Society: Haydn The Seasons
Christening
Quiz in aid of Multiple Sclerosis
Landfill with recycling
CREATE Group
Lent Talk with Rev Nigel Freathy
Lent Lunch
KGC Talk: Alternative Plants for Alternative Places - Gold Club
Speaker
Royal British Legion Spring Coffee Morning
Celebrate Together - A special service for special people
Procession with Donkey
Joint Palm Sunday Service
Garden Waste Collection
CAMEO Coffee
Contact Lunch
Village Hall Users AGM
Lent Talk with Rev Michael Salman
Lent Lunch
Maundy Thursday Meal
Kilmington Kanter
Passion Play: Father & Son: Son & Father (see page 8)
Easter Trail
Sunrise Service
Easter Day Service
All age Easter Communion
Recycling
Men’s Breakfast
Evening of Entertainment in aid of Arc
Holy Communion with Bishop Oliver Simon
Landfill with recycling
Spring Clean

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
VILLAGE NUMBERS
Bell-ringing - Celia Dunsford

01297 33563

Kilmington’s Little Helpers - 01297 32243
Sally Huscroft

Short Mat Bowls - Ron Foster

01297 35529

Bridge - David & Stephanie

01297 35033

Kilmington Pre-School Now part of primary school

01297 32762

Sunday School - Christine Thorne

07795 552675

Country Dancing - Sheila Hill

01297 33795

Kilmington Primary School

01297 32762

Table Tennis - Jenny Nickolls

01297 639758

Cricket - David Lavender

01297 631868

Millers Farm Shop

01297 35290

Tennis - Sue Moore
Sue Wells

01297 32361
07912 272102

Footpath co-ordinator Elaine Penzer

01297 34287

Moviola - John Watts

01297 639758

Village Hall bookings Louise Quincey

01297 32358

Hitchcock Pavilion bookings Peter Huscroft

01297 32243

The New Inn

01297 33376

Village 100 Club Jean Falconer

01297 33708

Kilmington A35 Pit Stop

01297 598060

The Old Inn

01297 32096

www.kilmingtonvillage.com Luke & Maxine Lawson

07719 909532

Kilmington Cross Services

01297 631089

RBL - Jean Falconer - Sec

01297 33708

Stafford Seward - Chairman

01297 33909

Scrabble - Sylvia Newbery

01297 34326

KGC - Jean Falconer, Secretary

01297 33708

MEDICAL AND SUPPORT
Axminster Hospital

01297 630400

‘Devon Doctors on call’
(Out of hours GP service)

0845 6710270

Veterinary Surgery

01297 630500

St Thomas Court Surgery

01297 32126

Dentist Helpline

0845 4647

Chiropody (Sheila Holland)

01297 35362

SERVICES AND FACILITIES
Refuse Collection

01395 571515

Axminster Library

01297 32693

Clerk to the Parish Council

01297 33462

Water - general

0844 346 2020

Mobile Library

01404 42818

E. Devon District Councillor - Iain
Chubb

01297 35468

Ring & Ride

01404 46520

Devon County Council, Whimple
and Blackdown, Iain Chubb

07932 459595

Axminster Care Service

01297 35550

- leaks
Electricity - emergency

0800 230 0561
0800 365 900

Police: Crime stoppers - 0800 555111: Emergency - 999: General - 101

CHURCHES
St Giles' Church
Revd Simon Holloway
Diana Mellows
Pastoral teams

01297 35433
01297 32334
01297 33777

Baptist Church Office
Pastor Darrell Holmes

Axminster Catholic Church
01297 631638 Parish Priest:
Father Anthony Cockram

01297 32135

ADVERTISING IN POSTSCRIPT
Postscript is published ten times each year and is delivered free of charge to every house in Kilmington. All advertising fees and donations
to Postscript are used to meet the cost of printing. ALL advertisements which are set out, from any source, are chargeable as follows and
must be paid for in advance.
Black and white ads
£ 5 or £22.50 for 5 months

Colour ads

Credit card (70 mm x 40 mm)
¼ page (90 wide x 136 mm high)

£12 for one-off or £50 for 5 months

£15 for one-off or £75 for 5 months

½ page (184 x 136 or 90 x 276 mm)

£20 or £90 for 5 months

£30 for one-off

Full page (184 x 276 mm)

£30 or £130 for 5 months

£40 for one-off

BACK COVER: Occasionally the back cover is available for a one-off colour page advertisement. Cost: £50
Additional fee of £1 if Postscript has to edit, size or set copy.
PAYMENT: Cheques should be made payable to: Kilmington Postscript and posted to: Mrs V. Larcombe, Brookside, The Street,
Kilmington, EX13 7RJ. Alternatively, post through Vicky’s front door (please see directions on page 24).
COMING AND GOING FOR A SONG: There is no charge for these entries for items valued up at £20 or less. However, donations are
appreciated - these can be popped through Vicky Larcombe’s door (please see directions on page 24).
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