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EDITORIAL

CONTRIBUTIONS TO POSTSCRIPT

It is sad to report the closure this month of our village shop
and Post Office and I am sure readers will wish to join the
Postscript team in wishing Kim good health and happiness
in her retirement. Details are given by Kim on the page
opposite. Some readers will recall that in February 2013
Postscript published a photo history to celebrate the Hurford
family’s service to the village for over 100 years. Our front
cover marked the handing over of ownership of the shop
from David Lavender to Kim Rhodes and the March issue
featured an article on Kim and her family. To mark the
occasion Postscript will tell a little of the story of the shop in
a future issue.

Please remember to use the email address for Postscript:

postscript@kilmingtonvillage.com
Alternatively, please give your item to any team member.

The closing date for submitting items for the
November issue is 15th October. All will be
acknowledged. Please email or ring 01297 35159
if not acknowledged within 48 hours.

POSTSCRIPT TEAM

The closure of the shop results in changes to our
arrangements for those of you who so kindly deliver
Postscript around the village and outlying areas. Gill Perkins
has contacted those who undertake this task so I will not
repeat those arrangements here. If anyone should have a
question, please contact Gill P direct. We are also making a
different arrangement for those who need to pay for an
advert or who wish to make their usual generous donations
to help with printing costs of the magazine. Payments
should from now on be given to our treasurer, Mrs Vicky
Larcombe. Directions for finding Vicky are on page 26.
Rates for advertising remain the same are listed on page 27.

Editor
Judith Chapman 01297 35159
jachapman16@btinternet.com
Team
Peter Ball 01297 32631
mycraigydon@aol.com

Gill Heighway 01297 33951
gillheighway@gmail.com
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vharding38@gmail.com

Diane Overton 01297 33569
overtonfamily@freeuk.com

Janfryd Gordon-Kerr 01297 639115
janfryd@gordon-kerr.org.uk

Readers will be sorry to learn that one of the Postscript team
took a nasty tumble in the middle of September. A steep,
wet grassy slope is a treacherous place and Valerie Harding
slipped, breaking her leg. It is tempting to include the photo
of her leg, now in a kind of cage, but we will spare her that
and wish her a very speedy recovery.

Distribution
Gill Perkins 01297 32888
john.perkins444@btinternet.com

Treasurer
Vicky Larcombe 01297 33858
vlarcombe30@aol.com

Postal address
Breach, (byway off Shute Road), Kilmington EX13 7ST

We seem to have a bit of a sunflower theme this issue with
the very beautiful and colourful front cover from Maureen
and a photo from Pearl Hurford of her exceptionally tall
sunflower (see page 12). It’s probably best we don’t ask
what you’ve been feeding it on Pearl!

Printed by Axminster Printing
01297 32266

Postscript is published 10 times each year and is

delivered free of charge to every house in Kilmington.
Almost all items in the magazine come from the village
community who are very supportive of the magazine.

Finally we have details of two big celebrations on page 15.
Tom Miller who played The Artful Dodger in Kilmington
Players’ production of Oliver earlier this year tells us about
his fabulous week at the West End Stage School during the
summer. Tom evidently enjoyed all the new experiences he
was involved in and was awarded the grade of distinction at
the end of the week. Well done Tom! Also on page 15 are
photos of Lucy Lane’s 40th birthday celebration. Lucy is
seen spending part of her very special day helping with teas
and coffee at the Church coffee shop on Friday morning. No
day off for her even on her birthday, so well done Lucy.

The Postscript team are all volunteers and your donations,
together with fees from advertisers, are used to pay for the
cost of printing.

DONATIONS
The donations collected from Hurfords Stores and
Miller’s Farmshop in mid-September, together with other
donations, came to a total of £25.83. Thank you all for
your support.
Arrangements for donating to Postscript are changing.
Please see page 26/27 for details. All donations go
towards printing costs. We look forward to your support.

A reminder: European Summer Time ends on Sunday 29th
October. Do remember to change your clocks!
Judith, on behalf of the Postscript team
The photograph of sunflowers on the front cover was taken by
Maureen Lane.
A big thank you to all other photographers who have contributed.

ADVERTISING RATES
Please see inside back cover for details.

The average cost per 28-page copy of Postscript with several colour pages is 75p.
Extra copies are available from Millers Farm Shop and Hurfords Stores, where donations may be made.
Disclaimers: Items in this publication are the work of individuals and do not necessarily reflect the thoughts or opinions of the
editorial team. The editorial team reserves the right to make small alterations to items submitted.
The content of advertisements is not the responsibility of the editorial team. Queries should be addressed to the advertiser.
This publication is online at www.kilmingtonvillage.com. In addition, earlier issues will also appear online from time to time.
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SMUGGLING IN EAST DEVON
or excisemen being bribed to turn a
blind eye to the local goings on! These
‘honest’ citizens were also able to make
money from smuggling by informing on
the smugglers or by retrieving the
contraband and selling it on. Revenue
Cutter (Government or local authority
ships) captains were rewarded for the
contraband once it was handed over to
the authorities and sold.

As many of you may know, the village
of Beer, some five miles or so from us
in Kilmington, was the home of a gang
of smugglers during the late 18th century
and early 19th century. The following is
just a brief resumé of smuggling in Beer
between these dates. During this time
many Beer citizens aided and abetted
these smugglers which provided them
with an income on both sides of the law.
This happened due to the laxness and
inefficiency of the coastguards and
excisemen.
It has been claimed that Beer fishermen
had always had a fine reputation for the
way they handled and sailed their boats;
with this ability and the suitable location
of Beer harbour for landing goods and
transporting them to remote farms and
houses, smuggling became an alternative
‘trade’ for some of the fisherman. By
1750, it was deemed that the area was
so notorious that the local revenue
officers were reinforced by dragoons
posted in Beer, Branscombe and Seaton.

Portrait of Jack Rattenbury, 1837

Many of the boats used were Beer
luggers, which were twenty-five to
thirty-five feet in length and were
usually manned by a crew of four. Much
of the contraband was brought in from
the Channel Island of Alderney, but in
some cases the smugglers would collect
contraband from the north coast of
France. As well as casks of brandy, tea,
tobacco and silk there were other
commodities that were smuggled into
Beer.
Some Beer inhabitants worked for the
authorities to help them catch the
smugglers. However, this could prove
complicated for them and there were
many reported accounts of coastguards

Image of smuggling in Beer Cove,
Devon

If the Beer luggers were being chased
by the Revenue Cutters or had received
a signal from shore to abort, if possible,
they would throw their goods over the
side after roping them together and
marking their position with a float. This
would enable them to retrieve the goods
later by fishing them up using grappling
hooks.
The Cutter was required to catch both
the smuggler and the contraband to
secure a conviction, so the separation of
the smuggler from the goods increased
the smuggler’s chances of escape,
especially if the Cutter captain managed
to find the contraband as it would be of
financial benefit to him.
One of the most famous Beer smugglers
was Jack Rattenbury, who was born in
1778; after many escapades as a
fisherman, seaman, pilot and smuggler,
he wrote about his life in a book called
‘Memoirs of a Smuggler’, which was
published in 1837.
I hope this brief introduction to
smuggling hereabouts has whetted your
appetite a little – perhaps there is more
to come – maybe some extracts from
Jack Rattenbury’s memoirs in future
editions of Postscript!
Gill Heighway

Hurford Stores and Kilmington Post Office
Telephone: 01297 33203
will CEASE TRADING
on

WEDNESDAY 18TH OCTOBER 2017
The official last trading day specified by Post Office Ltd.
after I submitted my resignation to them earlier this year is
Wednesday 18th October. On this date, the shop will also
cease trading.

regular continued support and the financial, emotional and
labour support given to me by my family, particularly Terry
and Shona, it would not have been viable and I would not
have been able to continue for 5 years.

I would like to take this opportunity to extend a heartfelt
THANK YOU to those customers who have regularly
supported the shop, they have helped to enable the facilities
provided from the premises to keep going. Without this

I would like to wish you good health and happiness, no
doubt we will meet again now that I will be able to get ‘out
and about’ more to enjoy this beautiful area.
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THE KILMINGTON SKY AT NIGHT
12th Capella, a bright star twinkling with red and green
flashes, is low in the north eastern sky these October
evenings. As it’s low you’re looking through more
Venus and Mars are close in the low eastern sky 90 minutes atmosphere which splits or “refracts” the star’s light, just as
a prism splits sunlight.
before dawn throughout the first week, closest together on
16th – 18th Mars and Venus swing by the waning crescent
the 5th.
4th Sirius in the constellation Canis Major, brightest star in moon, all lined up over the next fewth mornings, 90 minutes
the sky, colourful, twinkling in the south eastern to southern (or more) before sunrise. On the 16 Mars is beneath the
moon and above Venus.
sky after midnight. Venus and Jupiter are also up before
Plenty to see this month: our brightest planets and stars and
two meteor showers. Take some time out, forget the telly for
a few minutes and look up!

20th – 21st Orionids Meteor Shower, producing up to 20
meteors per hour from the dust grains left behind by comet
5th Full Moon, the hunter's moon, so named as the
Halley. Running annually from October 2nd to November 7th
preferred month to hunt summer-fattened deer and fox
th
st
unable to hide in now bare fields; also particularly bright and it peaks this year on the night of 20 / morning of 21 . The
Orionids tend to be fairly bright and with almost no moon
long in the sky, giving hunters the opportunity to stalk prey
night viewings should be good. Meteors radiate from the
at night.
constellation Orion, but can appear anywhere in the sky.
7th & 8th Draconids Meteor Shower, a minor shower
22nd – 24th Saturn and the star Antares in the
producing only about ten meteors per hour. An unusual
shower as the best viewing is early evening and it peaks this southwestern to western sky in early evening, close to the
moon. Antares, the brightest star in the constellation
year on the night of the 7th. Meteors will radiate from the
Scorpius the Scorpion, is a red supergiant star thought to
constellation Draco, but can appear anywhere in the sky.
have a diameter exceeding 700 of our sun diameters!
dawn now.

Peter

MOBILE LIBRARY
Tuesday, 10th October 2017 at 11.20 - 11.50 am at the
junction of The Street and The Hill.

Cards for Good Causes
2017

This year the ‘Cards for Good Causes’ shop will
be at:
Axminster Heritage Centre
Silver Street, Axminster
Monday 23 October – Saturday 9 December
Monday to Saturday, 10 am – 4 pm
There will be Christmas cards from more than 30
charities as well as Advent calendars and other
Christmas goods.
Look out for the triangular red Santa signs to find
us!
For further information ring 01264 300126 or visit
the website
www.cardsforcharity.co.uk
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October will be here again very soon and with it comes
Autumn Lunches.
Every Thursday throughout the month lunches will be held
in Kilmington Village Hall from 12.45-1.45 pm. A hot lunch
will be served followed by a pudding and tea or coffee, at a
cost of £6.50 and all profits will go to the hall funds.
You may well see the new stage curtains for the first time
which Pauline Hill made for us during a week in the summer
holidays. We are so pleased with them and most grateful to
her for undertaking what seemed to be an enormous task. I
am sure Kilmington Players are also delighted with them.
Thank you Pauline, once again, from us all. (Please see
photo and further details on page 19).
It is not hard to see why we hope everyone will support our
fund raising activities because our hall needs money spent
on it very regularly as the years go by and it is in use most
weekdays and many weekends.
We cannot thank our users enough for their continuing
generosity and we would love to welcome many of our new
residents to the Village Hall. Do come to the lunches and use
the opportunity to meet us all and have a good meal!!
Our next Users Meeting will be held in The Cudmore Room
in the Village Hall on Wednesday, October 11th at 7.30 pm.
We hope to see many of you there.
Diana Church

This month’s Gardening Club talk given by a Gold
Club Speaker is on Friday, October 13th . The topic
is pruning ornamental plants.
Have you ever pruned something only to find that
it didn't flower the following year?
In this talk you will find out the best way to prune
your shrubs and climbers and when is the best
time of year in which to do it.
In the Village Hall at 7.30 pm, non-members
welcome £2.00.
Lesley Rew

THURSDAY AFTERNOON
BADMINTON
The above group needs more members to survive!
We are a small sociable group of players who
meet on a Thursday from 2.00 – 4.00 pm in the
Village Hall. We are not highly competitive but
play for fun. The only equipment required is a pair
of non- marking shoes as we can lend you a
racquet.
For further details please ring Paula Heasman on
01297-33070 or email pheasman@aol.com

WHAT’S ON IN OCTOBER

KILMINGTON
GARDENING CLUB

OCTOBER LUNCHES

Viceroy’s House
(12a)

Kilmington Village Hall
Wednesday, 4th October

Chadha’s heartfelt and very personal drama about the traumas of partition, which strives to dramatise the epochal events of
1947 for the widest possible audience, including those who know nothing of the independence of India or the creation of
Pakistan. I found myself increasingly gripped by Chadha’s handsome period drama – impressed by the accessibility of its
history-primer narrative, entertained by its warm wit and occasionally boisterous charm, and moved by its melodramatic
contrivances, which turn out to be more rooted in fact that one might imagine. Mark Kermode, The Observer
Forthcoming films:

Wednesday, 1st November
Wednesday, 6th December

Churchill (PG)
The Time Of Their Lives (12A)

PLEASE NOTE THE NEW PRE-BOOKING ARRANGEMENTS
Doors open 6.45 pm when wine, soft drinks and tea/coffee are available, with the evening’s entertainment starting at
7.15 pm and ending about 10.00 pm. Tickets £5.50 on the door or £5 in advance BY PHONING: 01297 32938 leave
contact details and booking will be confirmed or email: alun.evans@yahoo.co.uk
See http://www.kilmingtonvillage.com/moviola.html for more information about the film.
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Pastor Darrell Holmes
KBC Church Office
Kilmington
01297 631638
pastor@beaconbaptist.co.uk

Revd. Simon Holloway
St Giles’ Church
Kilmington
01297 35433
simonholloway556@btinternet.com

Boxing Day Tsunami of 2004. Ten years later in 2014 when
most people had long forgotten about that disaster and were
hearing about the many subsequent ones, Tearfund (and
some other agencies) were still there helping the longer-term
needs of the inhabitants of Indonesia. Even Indonesia’s own
government had moved on from helping some of their own
communities and the help that had been provided by the
authorities often proved insufficient and inadequate. After
all, when whole communities and livelihoods have been
destroyed, when it becomes apparent that some corpses will
never be found, when the infrastructure still has not been
reinstated, it takes a lot of care for those who remain to keep
the will to live. Thankfully, there are some agencies and
Jesus spoke about tragedies occurring two thousand years
ago, discussing “eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam charities that don’t just chase the glory to be there for just a
fell on them”. But then he posed his listeners a question, “do short while.
At harvest time, many churches will be celebrating the
you think they were more guilty than all the others living in
Jerusalem?” (Luke chapter 13 verse 4). The Jewish religion contribution of farmers and the food producers of the world.
Offerings will be taken and prayers will be said. We all have
believed that bad things happened to bad people and that
those that lived a good life would have happiness every step a duty to give thanks for what we do have (even soggy
summers) and a duty to ensure that if we can give to aid
of the way. Jesus sought to counter that misinformation,
agencies that make a lasting difference and stick around
saying that being the victim of a tragedy may happen to
longer than the film crews. Monies collected will not be for
anyone regardless of their actions in life.
the churches themselves, but to parts of the world in much
I recall watching a film by the Christian charity “Tearfund”
which included a powerful statement. “We’re still here when greater need than our own.
What a summer that was! Floods, tornados, mudslides,
tropical storms and earthquakes! And let’s not forget that it
was a bit wet in Devon too! The news items came thick and
fast as communities were swept away in an instant, homes
and livelihoods were washed away, and many lives were
lost. Cameras and mobile phones beamed images before,
during and after each of these events and we were often able
to watch almost in “real time”. The phrase “biblical
proportions” was used more than once as extreme weather
events turned parts of the world upside down. Governments
and aid agencies kicked plans into action (sometimes at
differing speeds) to bring relief, aid and help.

the media moves onto the next story”. It was in relation to the

Darrell Holmes

ST GILES CHURCH COFFEE MORNING
Mike and Mary Tyler kindly hosted a fundraising Coffee
Morning in their lovely home and garden on Saturday, 19th
August. In spite of a very popular Kilmington Gardening
Club outing which clashed that day, there was good support
from the local community and everyone appeared to
thoroughly enjoy themselves in the warm sunshine. Many
thanks to all who attended and to those that helped and
contributed items for the stalls and raffle. £388.29 was
raised for Church funds, an excellent result in the
circumstances.
Barbara Woodsford
Chairperson, KPCC Social and Fundraising Committee

Ron Foster, Barbara Woodsford, Chris Wright,
Bill Kerslake and Michael Marsh

Juliet Hurford, hostess Mary Tyler and Alun Evans

Enjoying the sunshine
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CHRISTENINGS IN ST GILES CHURCH
It was an exciting day for the Hill family, their relatives and
friends, as well as a lovely occasion for everyone in the
Church on Sunday, 20th August when Ethan and Tristan
(ET) Hill were baptised into the Church of England by the
Revd. Simon Holloway and welcomed by the many in the
congregation. Margaret Hurford led some lovely hymns on
the organ, Michael Marsh read the lessons and Chris Thorne
the intercessional prayers. The Revd. Gill Dallow, a
Children’s Adviser and Chaplain to the Welsh Assembly,
who is an old friend of Simon and Pauline, gave the sermon.
The twins were very good throughout the service, well
entertained by parents Rob and Gemma, and they only
squeaked when Simon was a bit over generous with the
Baptismal water! It was a very happy occasion particularly
for Evelyn, the twin’s sister, the godparents and
grandparents, and celebrations continued throughout the day
with many photographic opportunities.

Kershaw family, godparents and friends
On Sunday, 10th September, Beatrix Annabelle Rose
Kershaw, the daughter of David and Fiona who were
married in St Giles four years ago, was baptised by the
Revd. Simon; their first child was christened in St Giles’
Church two years ago. The parents were supported by many
family and friends, some of whom had travelled long
distances with children for the occasion. There was a lovely
family atmosphere throughout the service which included a
Holy Communion. Lessons were read by Marion
Richardson and Janfryd Gordon-Kerr, with Mark Burrough
leading the intercessional prayers.
Brian Lavender

KPCC Secretary

Gemma and Rob holding the twin boys,Ethan and
Tristan with sister Evelyn between

ST GILES CHURCH GIFT DAY AND PATRONAL FESTIVAL
Patronal Festival Service of
Thanksgiving on the Sunday,
the new lighting giving a
warm, welcoming and glowing
atmosphere as dusk
approached. The Revd Simon
designed a lovely Order of
Service and gave an excellent
sermon. The choir under the
direction of Margaret Hurford
led the congregation with some
popular hymns and sang an
anthem beautifully, which was
much enjoyed. Christopher
Balcolm and Churchwarden
Diana Mellows read the
lessons. The celebration with
wine and nibbles was clearly
appreciated by all afterwards.

The Revd Simon, the
Churchwardens and
members of the KPCC
extend their grateful thanks
for the wonderful support
shown for the Parish Church
Gift Day on Saturday, 2nd
September which has raised
nearly £6,000 at the time of
writing. Another very
expensive project, the redecoration of the church
roof, will be under
consideration at the KPCC
meeting on 18th September,
and this may give the
Council confidence to
proceed with the work.
The Church looked
absolutely splendid for the

Brian Lavender, KPCC Sec.
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MESSY SPARKLERS
After a break for the summer, Messy Sparklers was back in
September. Our theme was David and Goliath, the true
Bible story of David, a young shepherd, who fought and
killed Goliath, a nine foot tall Philistine soldier. We had
David and Goliath gingerbread men for a snack, hand
painting shields, a collage Goliath, scented playdough with
people cutters and sand and water play. In addition there
were various toys and a colouring sheet. Parents were
encouraged to talk to their children about things that scare
them (their personal Goliaths), the skills they have (David
had his shepherding skill of using a sling to scare off and
kill wild animals) and what makes them strong (Goliath had
physical strength, but David’s strength came from God)
amongst other topics. During story time the children tried
reaching the top of a life sized Goliath outline.
making a hit as usual and the super sweet strawberries and
fresh pineapple were delicious. Edna, our welcoming
registration volunteer, who has now ‘retired’ will be greatly
missed and I am sure she will miss her cuddles with the
babies.
Next month, we meet on Thursday, 12th October from
10.30 am to 12.30 pm, first child £2 plus £1 for each
additional child. Sarah Breeze, from Axe Valley Children’s
Centre is planning to join us. She is a great source of
information about support and activities provided by the
Children’s Centre.
Messy Sparklers takes place at The Beacon on the 2nd
Thursday of each month, during term time only. All parents
and carers with children aged 0 to 5 years are welcome to
join us. Do check out our Facebook group Messy Sparklers,
The Beacon, Kilmington for more information.

Many of our regulars have now either started school or preschool, but we still had a good turnout for September of 30
children and adults. The ladies in the kitchen prepared a
wide variety of finger foods, with the egg sandwiches

Remember to Dress for Mess!
Juleta Obudo

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

MY FIRST CAR

To solve this puzzle, each 3 x 3 square, row and column must contain all of the
numbers 1 to 9. The solution is on page 24.

My first car was a used Vauxhall, smoky blue with black
plastic louvred trim, model name long since forgotten,
sometime in the 1980s. When I took it to get petrol there
seemed to be no way of getting fuel in, no visible filler cap
anywhere on the outside, however many times I walked
round looking. There was nobody about. Feeling rather
foolish I crossed the yard to the shop and asked for help.
The assistant couldn’t solve the problem either. Then he
started to pull at the trim at the top of each side near the
back. I wasn’t sure that was a good idea. Suddenly one of
them clicked open on its hidden hinge revealing the
entrance to the tank. We had both learnt something new.

Level: Easy

1 5
3
9 7
5 7 8
2 3
8
1
6
4
7
1 2 6
5
4 8
3
9

7
6
2 9 1
5
2
9
4 8 9
2
6

Janfryd Gordon-Kerr

CYCLE MACHINE

I have a cycle machine which is taking up room and I
manage to keep reasonably fit without its use. If any of your
readers would like it, please tell them to give me a call and
collect it. Best wishes,
Bob Farley
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Thank you to everyone who is supporting us
in the Tesco Bags Of Help grant scheme, we
are thrilled by the amount of support! We
will have our chance to get as many votes as
we can until the end of October so please
KEEP ON VOTING!
On Monday, 16th October, we are having our
annual AGM. PRESCHOOL NEEDS YOU!
We are a committee run preschool, if we don't have a
committee, we don't have a
preschool!! Therefore we
are asking, if you feel you
could help preschool in any
way, please get in touch!!

We've started the Autumn Term with nine
children on our register, and we're so
pleased that most of the children come to
every session throughout the week. These
children have welcomed the return of our
'Wednesday Welly Walks' and have enjoyed
little walks around the village, focusing on
what we see and the things we hear, as well
as noticing the changes of the seasons.
We have also been thinking
about ourselves: looking at
our hair colour, eye colour,
how tall we are, what size
feet we have, our own
families, do we have pets
and much more. With this in
mind, we have done a
number of activities and put
it all together to create little
books for each child to
keep.

On Monday, 30th October,
we have our Halloween
Costume Party and Disco.
4.00-6.00 pm. Please see
poster for more
information.

As always, thank you for all
After talking about our pets,
the continued support!
we thought it was the perfect
Carly Dare
opportunity to have a trip to
Pets at Home. This is a
brilliant trip which the
children really enjoy.

KATE RAISES OVER £1,800 FOR MACMILLAN NURSES
Kate Before

Kate After

On Sunday, 3rd September, Kate Seward of Swain Close, Axminster 'braved the shave' on behalf of Macmillan Cancer
Support. With kind permission of the Tucker’s Arms, Dalwood, Kate was joined by over 50 family and friends who cheered
her on during her ordeal. Kate would like to thank all those who attended for their fantastic support and generosity, but
especially Craig and Tracy for hosting the event and Mum-in-law, Di Seward, for carrying out the deed. At the time of
writing, the event had raised over £1,800.
Stafford Seward
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Earlier this summer a revered member of our village
approached me and asked if I could find him a recipe
for “Lambs tail pie” as he wanted to cook this for his wife.
Sorry Michael, but I have had no success. Do hope Jill is
not going to be disappointed. Perhaps you will have to use
your second option “Tripe and onions”. Best of luck!
This month it’s about pears and apples. There seem to be a
lot on the trees.
VANILLA APPLE SPONGE
250g unsalted butter, softened
250g golden caster sugar
4 eggs beaten
250g self-raising flour
1 vanilla pod, split, seeds removed and reserved.
2 small bramley apples, peeled, cored and cut into
wedges
2 tbsp demerara sugar
½ tsp ground cinnamon
1. Heat oven to 180C/fan 160C/gas 4. Butter a 20cm
springform tin and sprinkle with baking powder.
2. Beat the caster sugar and butter together until the mixture
turns pale and fluffy. Add the eggs, flour and vanilla seeds,
then beat together quickly to make a smooth batter. Tip into
the prepared tin, then lay the apple wedges on top, poking
them halfway into the mix. Don`t worry if the apples appear
crowded – they will shrink as they cook. Sprinkle with the
demerara and cinnamon, then bake for 1 hr 20 mins, or until
a skewer inserted into the centre of the cake comes out clean
and the sponge is risen and golden.
3. Leave to cool for a few minutes, then release the tin and
cool the cake completely on a wire rack.
PEAR & GINGER LOAF CAKE
200g unsalted butter
100g caster sugar
100g soft brown sugar
2 large eggs beaten
1 tsp vanilla extract
200g self-raising flour
1 tsp baking powder

2 balls stem ginger in syrup, drained and chopped
2 pears, peeled, cored and chopped
FOR THE GLAZE
3 tbsp syrup from the ginger jar
3 tbsp granulated sugar
1. Heat oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4. Grease and line a
900g/2lb loaf tin with baking parchment. Beat the butter
and sugars together until pale, then gradually stir in the eggs
and vanilla extract. Fold the flour, baking powder, and a
pinch of salt into the mix, then quickly stir through the stem
ginger and pears. Pour the mixture into the loaf tin, smooth
surface, then bake for 1 hr-1 hr 10 mins or until a skewer
inserted in the centre comes out clean. Allow to cool in the
tin.
2. To make the glaze, mix the syrup with 1 tsp water and the
sugar. Poke the surface of the loaf all over with a skewer,
then pour on the syrup. Serve warm with cream, or allow to
cool completely.
CARROT & GINGER SOUP
Serves 4
1 tbsp rapeseed oil
1 large onion, chopped
1 tbsp coarsely grated ginger
2 garlic cloves, sliced
½ tsp ground nutmeg
850ml vegetable stock
500g carrots, sliced
400g can cannellini beans (no need
to drain)
1. Heat the oil in a large pan, add the
onion, ginger and garlic, and fry for
5 minutes until starting to soften. Stir in the nutmeg and
cook for 1 minute more.
2. Pour in the stock, add the carrots, beans and their liquid,
then cover and simmer for 20-25 minutes until the carrots
are tender.
3. Scoop a third of the mixture into a bowl and blitz the
remainder until smooth. Return everything to the pan and
heat until bubbling.
Margaret Astbury

P.S. from Margaret:

Method – Blanch and dry the tails. Place the
vegetables, herbs and peppercorns in a stew pan,
lay the tails on the top, add a little salt and
pepper, and cover with bacon. Add stock nearly
to cover the vegetables, put on the lid, which
must fit closely, and cook gently for about 2
hours, adding a little more stock from time to
time. Serve in a border of mashed potatoes with the sauce
poured over the meat. Serves 5-6.

Good news Michael, your splendid wife has
provided us with a “Lambs’ tail “ recipe – so
get cooking!
LAMBS’ TAILS WITH POTATOES
3 or 4 lambs’ tails, a few slices of bacon,
1 onion sliced, 1 carrot sliced
a bouquet-garni, (parsley, thyme, bay-leaf
8 peppercorns), salt
Stock as required
1/3 of a pint of brown, tomato or other sauce,
mashed potato.

Recipe from Mrs Beeton’s Book of Cookery and Household
Management
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION KILMINGTON
On Friday, 1st September over 30 members attended the 91st
Annual General Meeting of the Kilmington Branch of the
RBL at the New Inn, Kilmington. In a little under an hour
officers and members presented an overview of the past
year, including some spectacular firsts relating to fund
raising. In the past year Kilmington RBL donated £5,943.46
to the Poppy Appeal and a further £1,500 to Devon Welfare,
an incredible achievement and all down to the generosity
and support of the people of Kilmington and surrounding
villages. Unfortunately, our world appears to be ever more
volatile, whether terrorist related, supporting developing
countries or responding to unprecedented natural disasters,
our armed forces are going to be stretched beyond belief and
therefore our support is needed more than ever before. On
behalf of the RBL Kilmington Branch, our sincere thanks to
everyone who has supported or attended our events.
All the current serving Officers and committee members
elected to remain in their current positions and this was
supported unanimously by all present. In addition we were

also pleased to welcome Tony Tompkins from Dalwood to
the committee.
The County Festival of Remembrance will be held on
Thursday, 2nd November 2017 at the Mint Methodist
Church, Fore Street, Exeter. There will also be a Devon
County Trip to the National Arboretum on 5th and 6th
December, the cost of which will be £80 with a single
supplement of £15.
In addition to the above events, County have confirmed that
there will be a Battlefield Tour to mark the 100th anniversary
of the end of the First World War. This will take place 23rd –
26th March 2018 based in Arras. The cost will be £225 per
person (couple sharing), which includes all transport,
accommodation and tours. This is likely to be a very popular
event and I encourage all those interested to let their
Shepherd or a committee member know as soon as possible.
Staff Seward, Chairman Kilmington Branch RBL.

Future Events:
Fri
Sat
Sun

Sat

October 20th

7.30 pm

Village Hall

November 11th
November 12th
November 12th
November 12th
November 12th
November 25th

11.00 am
9.45 am
11.00 am
tba
8.00 pm
10.30 am

Playing Field
The Beacon
War Memorial
Haselbury Mill
The New Inn
Village Hall

Lecture by Martin Pelling: Passchendaele
Armistice Day: Maroons and two minute silence
Remembrance Service
Remembrance Ceremony, wreath laying
Remembrance Lunch
Quiz with all proceeds going to the RBL
Christmas Coffee Morning

RBL KILMINGTON WW1 COMMEMORATIVE DINNER 2017
About 60 members and guests assembled in Kilmington
Village Hall on 16th September for the annual WW1
Commemorative Dinner. Lesley Rew and her team had
dressed the hall appropriately and there was a lovely buzz of
conversation as people took their seats to listen to the
themed talk by Angus Falconer.
Angus comprehensively covered the significant events of
1917 – “A Year of Dramatic Events”. Without recourse to
notes, Angus spoke for nearly an hour and eloquently
described the developments across a number of fronts: Italy,
Russia, Salonika, Mesopotamia and Palestine, as well as
France and Belgium. For good measure, he explained how
Germany had tried to persuade Mexico to open a front
against the USA in a bid to discourage the USA from
involvement in Europe.
After the talk, a delicious supper of cottage pie was served,
prepared by members under the guidance of Claire Dainton,
and this was followed by a meringue roulade. Branch
Chairman, Stafford Seward, thanked Angus and Claire and
all those other members who had contributed to a happy and
successful evening.
Sandra Ingles
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KILMINGTON CRICKET CLUB
Once again it is time to report on the end of another cricket season. The poor weather over the last few weeks resulted in a
damp ending to the season. The 1st XI ended up in fifth place in their league.
The 2nd XI finished seventh in their league. It has been a difficult season for raising teams to fulfil all the fixtures owing to
unavailability of players on certain dates. Final league tables are shown below. I will report to Postscript on individual
performances after our presentation evening in the autumn.
David Lavender
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

1st XI
Cullompton
Alphington
Feniton
Whimple
Kilmington
Braunton
Clyst Hydon
Clyst St George
Uplyme/LRegis
Countesswear

Played Won
18
13
18
11
18
11
18
9
18
7
18
8
18
7
18
5
18
5
18
3

Lost
4
4
5
7
8
9
8
11
11
12

Abandon
1
3
2
2
3
1
3
2
2
3

Points
291
261
251
237
221
209
207
181
175
130

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

2nd XI
Upottery
Honiton
Barnstaple
Whimple
Kentisbeare
Exeter III

Kilmington
North Devon III

Halberton
Uplyme & L/Regis

Played Won Lost Abandon
18
11
3
4
18
12
4
2
18
7
5
6
18
9
5
4
18
6
7
5
18
6
6
6
18
4
10
4
18
3
10
5
18
3
11
4
18
withdrew

Points
245
244
218
204
192
180
128
126
117

PEARL AND THE RUSSIAN GIANT!
Having planted giant Russian
sunflower seeds at the St Giles’
Church Rogation Service at Miller’s
Farm Shop on Sunday, 21st May and
nurtured them to enter a competition
to find the largest crown, Pearl
Hurford thinks she is in with a good
chance as two of her three are now
quite massive. There are reports of
other giants around the village and it
will be interesting to see who wins the
prizes at the Kilmington Harvest
Lunch in the Village Hall on Sunday,
24th September.

The crown

VILLAGE HALL ‘100’ CLUB
The winners of the draw held in
August 2017
C Mills
P Hurford
J Hurford

£25 R Foster
£10 P Horwood
£10 M Brown

£5
£5
£5

For further details, please contact
Angus Falconer - 01297 33708

FIVE ALIVE OIL

At the time of writing (12th September) the price of a barrel of oil has
increased to just under $55 that equates to just over 40ppl. The October
deadline falls on Wednesday the 25th and as usual I invite orders of either
specific amounts, or if ordering a top up then please submit as accurate an
estimate as possible, with a minimum order of 500 litres.
Colin Stewart
cogstewart @aol.com
01297 792538
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‘Show me the way to go home, I’m tired and I want to go to bed’
Make the most of any sunny October days as, after the 29th
when the clocks go back, it will suddenly seem like winter is
upon us! And most of nature is either on the move or about
to snuggle down!

scratching repeatedly against one particular side of their
cages. It is still not known exactly what makes birds migrate
when they do. Some ‘calendar’ birds set out at exactly the
same time each year, whereas ‘weather’ birds will depart as
the climate changes.
Birds start to physically prepare for migration well in
advance of the journey by eating more to build energy
reserves. Their liver and reproductive organs often shrink
and their cell membranes change to enable oxygen and fat to
be used more efficiently. Some also renew their flight
feathers.

The temperatures drop and butterflies
start to come into our houses seeking a
warm place to hide. In our ponds frogs
seek safety by diving to the bottom,
while newts climb out and, like toads
and snails, will hibernate under rocks.
Our many slowworms are turning in
for winter under piles of leaves and in
crevices of banks. Joining them and
competing for secure winter
hideaways are bumble bees, beetles,
spiders and hedgehogs. If you have hedgehogs visiting, then
a bowl or two of dog food would be very welcome to help
them fill up before they get their heads down. And don’t tidy
your garden too much, leave a few piles of leaves or wood in
a quiet corner as accommodation. You’ll probably see bats
around the village too. Not the vampire sort at Hallowe’en,
but our usual mammals flying to catch insects to fatten up
before they too hibernate. Each of these tiny creatures eats
around 3,000 insects every night!
With insect numbers falling many of our visiting birds start
to head off, migrating south to warmer climes. Inspired by
watching our house martins and wanting to learn more, I’ve
been doing some research and listening to the BBC I’ve
some fascinating facts for you. Well I think they’re
fascinating anyway!
As late as the 19th century, some people believed that the
birds which disappeared over winter lived in mud at the
bottom of ponds. Then, in 1822, a stork arrived in Germany
with an African spear through its body, the first strong
indication that birds spent their winters in other parts of the
globe! There have been around 25 similar reports since then.
However, from the early 1700s onwards, around the time of
wild bird migration it was noticed that captive birds put on
weight, grew restless and became much more active at night,

The Arctic tern has the longest recorded migration of any
bird on the planet, roughly 22,000 miles - a round-trip
Shetland to the Antarctic and back. A lot of large birds leave
in one group, following older relatives. But other young
birds like house martins, leave long after their parents and
make it without any guide. So it seems the route for some
must be etched into their
genes. Scientists still
don’t know how they
navigate, but it is thought
they inherit a kind of
internal compass that
tells them roughly where
to go. First-time migrants
only have an idea when
they’ve arrived in the
right area, based on
temperature, light and
food availability. But
then, on subsequent
journeys, they return to

exactly that same place. That first migration is very risky
with one study suggesting an 80% death rate. Having
survived that, a tiny 10g warbler can travel back and forth
across the world for ten or twelve years. As some humans
struggle to find their way home a few hundred yards from
the pub, we clearly have much to learn! As Irving King
wrote in the popular song in 1925 ‘Show me the way to go
home…’
Peter
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Henry V by William Shakespeare
At a time when it may be more appropriate to bring
encouragement to national pride to the stage, rather than the
dark drama, news and documentary so prevalent elsewhere,
Shute Theatre and Arts Guild (STAG) has chosen to present
William Shakespeare’s ‘Henry V’ for East Devon audiences
this October.
The play tells the story of the remarkable English victory
over the French at the Battle of Agincourt to secure Henry’s
successful claim to the throne of France, interwoven with his
wooing of the French Princess Katherine to be his Queen.
Considerable editing of the lengthy text has made the play
concise and dramatic for modern audiences, allowing the
story to flow swiftly while preserving the history and all the
favourite lines.
An impressive cast has been assembled from a wide area,
including several who follow some illustrious professional
examples of cross-dressing. The Director, Elisabeth Miller,
is giving nothing away but says “Be assured, every member
of cast will be entirely believable”.
The production will be staged from 25th to 28th October in
Shute Church at 7.30pm. Tickets cost £10 for adults and £5
for under-eighteens and are available from STAG’s usual
outlets from 25th September.
Come prepared to thrill to the action, laugh at the rogues,
rejoice in the language – and to use your imagination!
Simon Ford
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with us watching the show and
meeting the fabulous cast. The
highlight of the week was getting
the opportunity to perform on the
stage of ‘Her Majesty’s Theatre’ in
the West End, when my family and
friends were able to attend.

I had the amazing opportunity to
attend the West End Stage School
for a week in August and stayed in
student accommodation for the
duration of the week. Taking part
in the West End Stage School was
an incredible experience, which I
absolutely loved, even though I
was extremely nervous at first,
because I was surrounded by
people I had never met.

We only had a total of four days to
learn the play that we performed,
including a mixture of songs and
dances. Some students were chosen
to have solo acting parts in the play
and I was lucky enough to be given
the part of Humpty Dumpty, who
was locked up in the Queen of
Hearts dungeon!

We attended four lessons every day
- acting, singing, dancing and
master class, which taught us how
to combine everything together and
lots of tricks of the trade! All of the
classes were taught by current West
End stars. One of the main lessons
during the week was to completely
learn a scene and include a song
and dance, which we then
performed in front of each other. I
was really nervous about the
dancing side of things as it’s not
usually my favourite thing to do,
but it actually went really well.

I learnt so much during the week
and made a lot of friends, who I
hope to see again next year. It also
confirmed my dream of becoming a
professional actor one day.
I graduated the week with a
distinction grade, which I couldn’t
be prouder of!
Tom Miller
Miller’s Farm Shop

We also did a whole day workshop on the musical
‘Wicked’, which I thoroughly enjoyed as this concluded

LUCY CELEBRATES 40th BIRTHDAY
Always smiling and ever helpful, Lucy Lane invariably
welcomes everyone to the St Giles’ Church Coffee Shop on
Friday mornings from 10.00 am until noon. To her surprise
on Friday, 8th September, news had leaked out and Lucy
was greeted with special cakes baked by Margaret Astbury
and everyone attending joined in her 40th birthday
celebrations and thanked her for being such a shining light
in the community.

The delicious cakes

Lucy flanked by Ann Marsh and Mary Tyler
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I hope that, by the time you read this, weather conditions
will have improved, and autumn will provide the glorious
colours of last year. My mind wandered back to a course on
trees which I did. Part of it covered autumn colours and how
the magic works, which I thought I would share with you
this month.

the end of summer as the temperature
starts to drop. To get both of these
compounds to do their stuff most
effectively, they need warm sunny days
and cold nights which sounds like a perfect autumn to me.
Fingers crossed!

Deciduous plants lose their leaves in autumn for a number of
reasons: to reduce the potential for disease to enter into the
system; to minimise damage in high winds and from snow;
and to reduce the energy needed for the production of
chlorophyll. Chlorophyll causes sunlight to turn into energy
and its green pigment is dominant when a leaf is in growth
and at its most productive. It is continuously broken down
during the growing season as part of the plant’s nourishment
cycle and replenished. In this way leaves maintain their
green colour. How it works is a complicated business, but in
general terms, as the light and temperature levels drop, so
the process by which the tree grows closes down and
becomes dormant. At this time leaves form a cork layer at
their base, gradually cutting them off from the stem and
reducing their water intake. This process stops the
production of chlorophyll, and other pigments then become
more dominant. The carotenoids, which are present in 15 to
30% of all tree species, appear as the chlorophyll diminishes,
creating the yellows of say the ginkgo biloba (the
maidenhair tree) and the oranges of beech trees. The red and
purple colours in some acers, for example, come from the
pigments known as anthocyanins. These pigments are
present in about 10% of trees and are produced by the tree at

A plant that is beginning to really put on a show and produce
a delicious scent now, and hopefully for the next six weeks
or so is the Actaea. The one I grow is the Actaea simplex,
one from the Atropurpurea Group called Brunette. It
produces dark purple, and very pretty, leaves in late spring.
The stiff dark purple stems branch at about two feet from the
ground into three further branches, which then branch into
three more branches. At the end of each is a three lobed,
toothed, dark green and purple lance shaped leaf. The
elegant dusky white flower spikes waft the most heady of
fragrances at about four feet above the ground. They seem to
stand up brilliantly to strong winds and rain with no support
and are easy to propagate. I have a couple of groups. They
grow better in semi shade - I now know, having tried them
first in a sunny spot, where they sulked and refused to grow
much at all. The soil is relatively moist where they are, with
no large trees nearby. They will look lovely against a large
clump of aconitum, which are just opening their most
fabulous deep blue flowers. Given the highly toxic nature of
the plant – which is said to be the most poisonous in UK
gardens - I suppose that I really should not be waxing lyrical
about them!

Kilmington resident GR Davie attracted a large audience to
the village hall to hear his talk on the exotic family of
bamboos. To many gardeners the thought of bamboo makes
them shudder. GR’s aim on this occasion was to persuade
members to put aside their prejudices and learn the truth
about this much maligned plant. The first specimens
recorded in this country were brought by plant hunters from
China in 1827 and bamboos became prized by Victorian
gardeners with large estates. A century later they dropped
out of favour as the cottage garden style became fashionable.
There are two distinct forms of bamboo and it is important
to know the difference before introducing them into the
garden. The leptomorph has far-spreading rhizome roots
which send up shoots at nodes along the length, and is
responsible for much of the plant’s bad reputation. The
pachymorph is a clump-former, with new shoots appearing
close to the parent plant from the tips of rhizomes.

water. Again, not so. Many of them were planted near water
for aesthetic reasons and, although they do enjoy damp
conditions, they do not need watering once established in the
ground. Onto myth number three: bamboos flower and then
die. Bamboos rarely flower as they reproduce from the roots.
When they do flower they may die down and lie dormant for
years, but are not usually dead. The audience was amazed to
learn that when conditions are favourable, bamboos of the
same variety flower simultaneously all over the world.
Another misconception is that bamboos are boring – they are
all green. GR had brought specimens and showed
photographs to illustrate that whites and yellows, stripes and
margins all abound, and that sizes vary from dwarf to giant.
Not boring at all! The final myth to be dispelled is that
bamboos need a lot of room. Some clump-forming varieties
can be grown successfully in pots though we were warned
not to use plastic pots as roots can burst through them. This
was an excellent introduction to the world of bamboos, and a
thoroughly informative and entertaining talk by a gardener
with a passion for his subject.
Sydie Bones

Mary-Anne Driscoll

Myth number one is that bamboo is uncontrollable and
spreads everywhere: true if left to its own devices but not so
if new shoots are removed when young as they are soft and
can be easily cut off from the rhizomes of both forms. It
pays to choose the right variety – there are some bamboos
Next meeting: 13th October: Pruning Ornamental Plants
which take ten years to grow into a clump less than a metre
in diameter. The second myth is that bamboos like to be near Gold Club Speaker
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Tim Whitehead
Lyme and Axe Vale Property
Caretaking and Maintenance.
Interior, Exterior, Home and
Garden.
Repairs, Decorating, Handyman
and Gardening Services.
Honesty, Reliability and Value
Guaranteed.
DBS Checked, Fully Insured
and LOCAL.
(01297) 33023 or 07967 915302

This music class in Colyton, is
perfect for children aged 1 to 3.
Run by a teacher and musician, it is
a great grounding in music for the
little ones, and also lots of fun!
Singing, games, movement,
playing percussion.
9.30 – 10 am, Thursday
Reece Strawbridge Centre, Colyton

axevalehandyman@btinternet.com

See musicseeds.co.uk for more
details
Or contact Leah Stonex on
07850 157520
leah@musicseeds.co.uk
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KILMINGTON GARDENING CLUB VISIT TO ROSEMOOR
Leaving the uncertain weather
behind, thirty-five members of
KGC set off on Saturday, 19th
August for the glorious
experience of RHS Garden
Rosemoor in North Devon. On
our arrival the dismaying crowdfilled entrance of the garden was
soon forgotten as the sun
emerged and the vista of
Rosemoor in all its amazing
colour-filled variety spread itself
out before us.

Besides coming to
enjoy all these
permanent delights of
Rosemoor we also
wanted to experience
its first ever flower
show and we weren’t
disappointed. More a
display of retailers’
exhibits, the show
consisted of twenty
specialist nurseries
offering fantastic
quality plants for sale.
Each exhibitor had
created a small show
garden to highlight the
plant gems on offer and to inspire us with fabulous plant
combinations. The variety was amazing, from stubby little
heucheras with more colours than Joseph’s dream coat, to
giant alien looking desert plants from as far apart as Mexico,
Australia and Ethiopia.

The whole day was a delight to
the senses. We breathed in the
perfumes of the Queen Mother’s
Rose Garden, we gazed
in amazement at the
vibrant contrasts of
perennial colour in the
Hot Garden and we
listened to the Rocky
Gully’s music of the
Water Cascades.
Rosemoor is indeed a
place of breath-taking
contrasts. We were
taken past the dwarfing
Chinese bamboos
dancing languidly forty
feet above our heads to
the delicate agapanthus
shimmering like
miniature firework
displays. We lingered
by the Stream Garden with its cool cascades and peaceful
pools and sat in the Hot Garden with its kaleidoscope of
vibrant colours. We were led on into the green shade and
calm of the Woodland Garden with its birdsong and into the
rich fruit and vegetable garden with its contrasting shapes,
sizes and patterns.

There is so
much more to
enjoy at
Rosemoor, but
at the end of the
visit, our heads
full of its sights
and sounds and
relaxing in
reminiscent
chatter, we
came home
inspired and
determined, if only for a little while, to recreate in our own
gardens, something of what we had seen on such a fabulous
day.
Christine Mills

ONGOING DOG FOULING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY
which is becoming very troublesome especially as your poo
is not cleared up.

Dear Fido,
Re: Using Broadhalfpenny and Appletree Cottage (by
the old Baptist Church site on Shute Road) drive and
courtyard as your personal loo

Please could you have a word with your owner and remind
him or her that courteous neighbourly behaviour consists of
not allowing you to foul on private property where children
roam free.

Whilst we are very happy that you exercise regularly near
our homes, we would be most grateful if you would please
ask your owner to prevent you pooing in our drive and
courtyard as we have children who almost step in it.

If you have no owner, then we would suggest that you find
one soon. Otherwise, as a stray, you may be in for a surprise.

We are glad that you like our drive and courtyard but please Hoping we find you in excellent health,
remember that this is private property and should be admired Yours,
from afar with no personal gifts.
We appreciate that your owner may have made a mistake but
this is now a daily occurrence, going on for some weeks,
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Robert Priestley (Broadhalfpenny) and Michael
Micklethwait (Appletree Cottage)

IT’S CURTAINS FOR KILMINGTON VILLAGE HALL!

Oh, No, it’s not!

to create an industrial style
workshop and two heavy duty
sewing machines were installed.
With the help of a colleague,
who often works with her, the
curtains were produced in less
than two weeks. Pauline and
Barry Horwood then painted the
stage surround off-white to
replace the previous brown
which didn’t suit the new rich
burgundy red curtains and
valance.

Old, tatty and threadbare so time
to replace – that was the verdict at
the Village Hall users’ meeting!
We’re talking curtains here, the
huge brown stage curtains that
opened and closed pantos, nativity
plays and much more. Jean
Falconer ‘raised’ the subject as
they were looking a bit sad after
many years of ‘centre stage’ – so
to speak! She then asked
Kilmington’s curtain expert,
Pauline Hill, to help investigate
the process and estimate the cost
to replace them. Pauline’s investigations led her to the
conclusion that, with a bit of help, she could do the job
much more cost effectively than an outside supplier. The
Village Hall committee was delighted and accepted the
offer.

Our thanks to all those who
‘pulled together’ the project which greatly enhances our
Village Hall. Special thanks must go to Pauline Hill, a very
busy lady who gave her skills and time, saving us all a
considerable sum. The cost actually came in at less than
£4,000 and, thanks to generous donations from the
Kilmington Gardening Club and several individuals, no
additional fund-raising is required. A great result!

With helpers John Perkins and Simon Williams to take
down the old curtains, and hang the new ones, Pauline then
‘took over’ the Village Hall in August. Some 53 metres of
material had to be sewn together so tables were assembled

Jean and Peter

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN FOR KILMINGTON
Have your say in neighbourhood planning!
Towards the end of October, we will distribute a
questionnaire aiming to gather all our opinions on the future
development of our village. The Parish Council and the
Neighbourhood Plan Committee are formulating a
neighbourhood plan for Kilmington. Presently, we are at the
consultation and evidence gathering phase, and this is where
your opinions become very important.

it. We must consult local residents and gather evidence to
support the planning policies that we generate. This brings
us to our upcoming survey.
The survey is extensive and in two parts. The first part
relates primarily to planning and future development of
Kilmington. The second part relates to the community life in
Kilmington. Together, we hope to gain as much information
as possible about what is important to you about where we
live, what you would like to improve, and your future vision
for Kilmington.

So… what is a neighbourhood plan and why should we
care? In very simple terms, a neighbourhood plan is


A document outlining planning policies for the
neighbourhood area. (These planning policies are
used to decide whether to approve planning applications)



The plan is written by the local community, the
people who know and love the area, rather than the
Local Planning Authority



A neighbourhood plan is an important document
with real legal weight.

We want to create a powerful tool to ensure our village gets
the right types of development, in the right place. Therefore,
we need your opinions to develop planning policies that reflect the priorities of our village and our community. Because the neighbourhood plan carries legal weight, there are
certain formal procedures that we must go through to create

Many residents are not strangers to lengthy surveys and we
really appreciate the effort that went into a survey conducted
in 2007 to formulate the village plan. We will be using these
data AND your opinions in this upcoming survey to
generate planning policies that will make our community’s
vision a reality.
The survey is not the end of the work then; it is the
foundation. Once we have drawn up policies and a
neighbourhood plan for Kilmington, the whole community
then decides at a referendum vote whether the local
authority should bring the plan into force.
To sum up; there is a survey coming, it will be long but your
views are important and we want to hear them. Thank you
in advance for sitting down with a suitable beverage and
participating. We will collect surveys up two weeks after
delivery.
Dr Heather Gibbard, Neighbourhood Plan Committee
chairperson
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New Inn

at Kilmington

We are pleased to offer

Sunday Roast

Takeaway or Delivery Service
in Kilmington only

Small £8 Medium £9 Large £10
We can deliver between 11.30 & 12noon
Every Sunday. The meals must be
pre ordered by Saturday

For reservations call 01297 33376
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WALK FOR DEVON HISTORIC CHURCHES

Some twelve members of the Five Alive Mission
Community Churches, together with five dogs, strode off
from Stockland Church on Saturday, 9th September led by
Bryan Drew, on a sponsored walk in aid of the Devon
Historic Churches Trust. The Trust has helped many
churches in the county financially over the years, and the
Kilmington Parish Church benefited fairly recently. In spite
of the poor weather forecast, the group encountered only a
sprinkling of rain and the walk through the fields and along

the paths to St Peter’s Church in Dalwood and then to
Kilmington Church was thoroughly enjoyed by all. Prayers
in all three churches were led by the Revd Simon Holloway
who was one of the walkers. Coffee in Dalwood was
enjoyed and delicious soup with rolls at the New Inn in
Kilmington was much appreciated. The total of the funds
raised, of which 50% will be returned for the benefit of the
individual churches, was not known at the time of writing.
Brian Lavender

KILMINGTON CROSS
SERVICES
(PETROL STATION)
Tel. No: 01297 631089

MILK : NEWSPAPERS : HOT SNACKS :
GROCERIES
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS : COAL
CALOR GAS
PHOTOCOPYING : OFF LICENCE
PAY POINT : E-TOP UP : GAS & ELECTRIC

OPENING HOURS
Monday-Saturday 6.00 am - 10.00 pm
Sunday 7.00 am - 10.00 pm
To help locals, we have introduced
“You pay, we wash” system
on Tuesdays between 10.00 am and 4.00 pm
We jet wash and vacuum your car.
Please come and try it out!
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AXMINSTER Printing
PRINTING Co.
CO. LTD.
Axminster
Ltd.
www.axminsterprinting.co.uk
www.axminsterprinting.co.uk

Email: keith or jane @axminsterprinting.co.uk
Email: keith@axminsterprinting.co.uk
or jane@axminsterprinting.co.uk
Find us on Facebook
•

• Printers
of Private
Business Stationery:
Stationery:
Printers
of Private
andandBusiness
including: Headings, Business Cards, Canvasses, Compliment Slips, Headed

•

Well
Stocked
Stationery
• Well
Stocked
StationeryShop:
Shop:

MATURE FEMALE CLEANER
CALL SADIE
0129734367
MOBILE 07779703388

including Headings, Business Cards, Compliment Slips, Headed Cards,
Cards, Postcards, Invoices, Menus, Greeting Cards, Wedding Stationery,
Postcards,
Invoices, Wedding Stationery, single through to multi colour, etc.
single through to multi colour, etc.
MNR MOWERS LTD
Unit 8 Devonshire Court
Heathpark Industrial Estate
Honiton, Devon EX14 1SB

includingWide
Recycled
Children’s
Shredders,
range ofRange,
competitively
priced Activity
stationery,Kits,
for offi
ce home or Laminators,
hobby
Trimmers, etc.
• Art and Craft Supplies: including card making

•

Card Making and Craft Supplies

•

CD’s, DVD’s, Memory Sticks, Printer Cartridges, Bluetooth
Craftincluding:
Demos

•

Computer Consumables:

•

SALES SERVICE SPARES

Free Collection & Delivery in East Devon
For all types of Garden machinery

Computer Supplies:

Tel 01404 548300 Fax 01404 548301
MNRMOWERSLTD@UNIT8.ECLIPSE.CO.UK

Speakers, Earphones, Printer Paper, Printer Cables, Printers, etc. all at
competitive prices.

mington
Songs
of Praise
NIGEL
PHILLIPS

including
CD’s,Colour
DVD’s, Memory
Sticks,
• Full
Posters
A4,Printer
A3,Cartridges,
A2, A1Extensive range
of Printer Paper, Printer Cables, Printers, etc. all at competitive prices.

•

Laminating - from Business Card to A1 size

•

Full Colour
Posters A4, A3, A2, A1
Comb Binding, Rubber Stamps, Creasing, Folding, Stitching and Hole Punching.

•

Laminating -from Business Card to A1 size
WEST STREET, AXMINSTER DEVON EX13 5NU

West Street, Axminster Devon EX13 5NU

01297 32266

Kil

GARDENING SERVICES

Does your
garden
a good
tidyhas kindly
The Exeter Temple
Band
of theneed
Salvation
Army
agreed to come to
Kilmington
Sunday 17th July to lead a
READY
FORonAUTUMN?
Songs of Praise in the Vicarage Garden at 3.00 pm The Band
has a wide
repertoire
of hymns/songs
including
some of the
Phone
Nigel
Phillips 01297
35302

01297 32266

Also regular grass cutting and up-keep all
year. Friendly local service.

Avon
Cosmetics Ltd

Kilmington Representative
Valerie Harding
01297 34206 - vharding38@gmail.com

SEASONED LOGS -

AVAILABLE NOW

CUT AND SPLIT TO ORDER
STACKING SERVICE AVAILABLE
Contact: Kieran - 07917 410828
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Chris Stubbs
Electrical
Est 1981

OFFICE ADDRESS: UNIT 2,
THE ASSEMBLY ROOMS,
GUNDRY LANE, BRIDPORT,
DORSET, DT6 3RL
Bridport Office No. 01308 422726
Kilmington Home No. 01297 631244
Mobile No. 07836 247294

EDWARDIAN EXTRAVAGANZA
£100 IMPULSE BUY IN THE 1950’s
MAKES £380,000 AT AUCTION

email: StubbsChris@hotmail.com

Six catalogued fine art sales every year &
popular weekly general sales with a team
of specialists covering all categories

“For a friendly service
at a competitive price call us today”

Free valuation mornings
MONDAY - 9.30am-12.30pm - CREWKERNE
FRIDAY - 9.00am-11.30am - THE CASTLE HOTEL, TAUNTON
Home visits by arrangement

01460 73041
The Linen Yard, South Street, Crewkerne TA18 8AB
Email: enquiries@lawrences.co.uk

AXE VALLEY WILDLIFE PARK
Hi, itis Marie,
the Park's education
officer here. It has been
Green
Machines

a very busy
summer
and weMachinery
are hoping thisRepair
continues
Mobile
Garden
throughout the autumn and winter. If you haven’t visited
Formerly David Gear Horticultural
the Wildlife Park for a while or have never visited before
now is a good time! We have many new arrivals. We have
Newton
many creepy Oliver
crawlies, or bugs,
on display in the education
station. We recently received two new Serval Cats, which
are settling in well.
Toddler time on Tuesdays and Thursdays has re-started, so
please come
along for &
someRepair
age-appropriate
Service
of activities
all and a
free coffee and squash. Keeper-for-a-day bookings are still
coming in, Garden
and because of Machinery
the popularity we have decided
to offer more experiences. Follow-my-keeper is a great way
to get involved with an animal of your choice, feeding,
cleaning out and enriching. Animals you could be helping
care of include wallabies, reptiles, meerkats and lemurs.
Call Oliver Today!
We are still being kept busy with birthday parties and
school bookings coming
into and
out of the park. Give us a
01297
23913
call on 01297 3447 2 for more information or email on
education@axevalleypark.com
Marie

Are you worried about your
Tax Returns?
We provide a friendly, professional service
for self assessment returns, business
accounts and all aspects of taxation based on
experience, qualifications and
confidentiality.

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE
For an initial free meeting please telephone
our office and ask to speak to
Hayley Perham (Taxation Director)
or email: crwaccountants@btconnect.com

Telephone 01297 553286
The Personal, Professional approach to
Taxation, providing “Peace of Mind”
CRW Accountants Ltd
The Mews, Queen Street, Colyton, Devon
EX24 6JU
www.crwaccountants.co.uk
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CURTAIN MAKING &
ALTERATIONS SERVICE
(in the village)

Contact Pauline Hill on
01297 639974

(I am able to supply lining,
Interlining, heading tapes etc.)

Home Sweet Home

Reliable, Friendly Cleaning Services
Domestic Dwellings to B&B and
Holiday Accommodation

10 Years’ Cleaning Experience
Call Helen on 07752081433
The

Elderly Friendly

Pets
DEBONAIR DOGZ
Professional Dog Grooming Services

Please call Debbie Woodhouse to discuss
your pet’s individual requirements
Tel 01404 831 438 Mobile 07966 250441
Offwell Nr Honiton

e

• yecatching

Member of and Professionally trained by a school recommended by the British Dog
Grooming Association

AERIALS & CABLES

DRESSMAKING AND DESIGN

AERIAL REPAIRS & INSTALLATIONS

Digital Upgrade

in Kilmington village

FM • Multi-Points

Discuss your requirement with Rosemary
Tel. 01297 639270

Free Estimates
0781 4481 8333

SUDOKU
SOLUTION
9
2
5
6
8
3
1
7
4
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Kilmington Players Pantomime 2018

Aladdin
Calling all budding actors/actresses, backstage crew and anyone who would like to be involved in any way to stage
our popular Kilmington Pantomime this winter.
Kilmington has a long tradition of staging a pantomime to brighten up those dark winter evenings. We are keen to
welcome faces both new and old for our next production of Aladdin.
Why not join the chorus?
Create and paint some scenery?
Have a go at taking on an acting role?
Help behind the scenes with costumes, publicity, front of house etc.?
We are a friendly and sociable group all in it to have some fun and entertain both village folk and visitors from
further afield! What better way to spend some winter evenings than by singing and acting or some Saturdays
preparing scenery and props for a thoroughly entertaining show.
We are holding our first meeting for Aladdin, in the Village Hall on Monday 2nd October at 7.00 pm. Come along
and find out more and see the script. Adults and children (aged 7 and upwards) are welcome. If you are not able to
come on 2nd October but would like to know more, please do give me a call on 01297 32358.
We look forward to seeing you there.
Louise Quincey

IN THE WINGS - Sandra Ward continues her memories of behind the scenes in Kilmington
For those of you unfamiliar with "theatre speak", the wings
are the bits each side of the stage, you know they are there
because people keep appearing and disappearing there, but
you cannot see because of how the free standing angled bits
of scenery are positioned.
The Church Rooms were similar, just adapted. We had, in
effect three entrances both sides. The front ones were fixed.
You could use them as long as whoever came on stage
through them was thin-ish, able to take quick neat steps to
avoid falling off the stage and didn't knock over the
prompter who sat on the ladies dressing room side.
The others were invented. Made out of thick canvas and
hung on circular curtain tracks, albeit fairly robust ones,
they were painted - one side interior one side exterior.
Interior was palace pillars, all gold and purple with scrolls
and everything, exterior was trees and flowers. These could
be turned to fit the scene being played. What was also
needed was a bit of a screen to hide the stage crew doing
this. So, the little curtains came about. Positioned about a
third in on the stage, this curtain still fulfils that role.
However, the pulling mechanism was never strong enough.
It was always subject to jamming either going over or back.
Going over was easier to deal with than it jamming while
fully closed - a nightmare. Jamming half way across, two
people would attempt to " close the gap" by draping the
curtains, as best they could, towards each other, but usually
with limited success. On came the wooden step ladders and,
to the applause of the audience, someone would pull them
apart. All part of the show, so to speak.
As time went on, we became more ambitious with our
effects. We acquired a sheet of metal for a thunder clap,
coconut shells for horse galloping noises etc and, with the
use of a large Grundig tape recorder, with numbers telling
you where you were on the tape, there was opportunity for a

number of sound effects. However, this machine proved a
bit fiddly to manage and if, as happened, someone either
forgot their lines or skipped two pages, trying to operate it
could prove difficult. Somebody says " I can hear the
marching band approaching. Listen", but for some reason
the tape does not cut in immediately so, the actors are left,
frozen, on stage in a listening position, giggling madly
because they can see the attempts off stage to make the thing
work.
Anyway stage right (audience left side) was chosen to try
out using dry ice to enhance the blue, green lighting and
weird music from the piano, for the " baddy" to appear.
Hmm ... more difficult than it sounds. The ice, in its
container, together with a fan to drive it on stage, was fitted
up. My job was to switch it on a little before needed. Some
skit was done in front of the half curtains to allow us to set
the scene. Oh, yes the fan worked. It worked well. To start
with the dry ice swirled across the stage. The effect was
brilliant. The trouble was it gained a life of its own. Very
soon it was obscuring the actors. We had guessed how much
to use. We guessed wrongly. Quickly the stage was fully
covered. I had long switched off the fan but the effect kept
going. Up and out into the auditorium. What we had
forgotten to get was an extractor to get rid of the stuff.
It did go, slowly. You knew how far it had gone by the
coughing. Yes, the other effect had not been factored in was
the effect on the actors’ voices. The result was hoarseness or
no voice at all. I think we did two shows before we
“abandoned ship” on that effect. It had looked so good on
Top of the Pops too.
However crowded and frantic the wings got though, it was
the last night that fully stretched the inventiveness of stage
management to get everyone and everything thing on that
tiny stage.
Sandra Ward
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WEEK TO VIEW (Events that happen the same time every week)
Sunday
Monday
Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri
Monday
Monday alternate
Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

10.30 am
6.00 pm
early
9.15 am
2.00 - 4.00 pm
2.00 - 4.30 pm
9.30 am
10.00 - noon
10.00 - noon
1.30 - 3.30 pm
7.30 pm
7.15 - 8.45 pm
7.30 - 9.00 pm
9.15 am
2.00 - 4.00 pm
2.00 - 4.00 pm
10.00 - noon

The Beacon
The Beacon
Your house
Village Hall
Village Hall
Pavilion, dates circulated
St Giles’ Church
Village Hall
Village Hall Foyer
St Giles’ Church
Village Hall
The Beacon
St Giles’ Tower
The Beacon
Village Hall
Village Hall
St Giles’ Church

2.00 - 3.30 pm

Pavilion

The Baptist Church morning service
The Baptist Church meet every 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sunday in month
Recycling collections
Pre-school playgroup for 3+
Country Dancing for all ages
Bridge Club
Holy Communion followed by coffee
Table Tennis
Coffee and get-together
St Giles’ Handicraft Group
Badminton
Spectrum Youth Club
Bell-ringing practice
Toddlers and Tinies
Short mat bowls
Badminton
Coffee and a warm welcome
Tiny Einsteins (Parent, Baby, Toddler Group)

DATES FOR OCTOBER 2017
Sun

1st
1st
Mon
2nd
2nd
Tues
3rd
Wedns
4th
Thurs
5th
Fri
6th
Sun
8th
Mon
9th
Mon
9th
Tues
10th
10th
Wedns
11th
Thurs
12th
12th
Fri
13th
Mon
16th
Tues
17th
Thurs
19th
Fri
20th
Sun
22nd
22nd
22nd
Mon
23rd
Wedns 25-28th
Thurs
26th
Sun
29th
29th
Mon
30th
Tues
31st
Sun
5th Nov

10.30 am
11.00 am
11.00 am
7.00 pm
7.15 pm
7.15 pm
12.45-1.45
6.00 pm
9.30 am
Early
7.30 pm
10.00 am
7.15 pm
7.30 pm
12.45-1.45
3.30 pm
7.30 pm
7.45 pm
10.30 am
12.45-1.45
7.30 pm
8.30 am
10.30 am
11.00 am
7.30 pm
7 for 7.30 pm
12.45 pm
10.30 am
11.00 am
4-6.00 pm
7.30 pm
6.00 pm onward

The Beacon
St Giles Church
New Inn
Village Hall
The Beacon
Village Hall
Village Hall
Old Inn
St Giles’ Church
Your house
The Beacon
The Beacon
The Beacon
Cudmore Room
Village Hall
The Beacon
Village Hall
Leanne’s house
The Beacon
Village Hall
Village Hall
St Giles Church
The Beacon
St Giles’ Church
The Beacon
St Michael’s Church, Shute
Village Hall
The Beacon
Stockland Church
Village Hall
Cudmore Room
New Inn

Baptist church harvest service
Morning Prayer
A Day at the Races (trip to Newton Abbot Racecourse)
Kilmington Players: meeting for Aladdin
Spectrum Youth Club
Moviola: Viceroy’s House (see page 5 for details)
Autumn lunches
RBL Get-together
Parish Communion with the Archdeacon
Landfill with recycling
Reflections
Create group
Spectrum Youth Club
Village Hall Users’ meeting
Autumn lunches
Messy Sparklers
Gardening Club talk: Pruning Ornamental plants
Pre-school AGM (see page 9 for details)
Coffee morning and contact lunch
Autumn lunches
RBL Annual lecture: Passchendaele
Holy Communion
Morning Worship - Simon d’Albertanson
Family Service
Reflections
STAG: Henry V (see page 14 for details)
Autumn lunches
Morning Worship - Carl Smethurst, Regional minister
Mission Community Family Communion
Pre-school costume party and disco (see page 9 for details)
Kilmington Parish Council meeting
Bonfire night, fireworks and food (see back cover for details)

DIRECTIONS FOR FINDING Vicky Larcombe’s house With your back to the Shop, turn left and walk up The Street, passing Koppers, Kushi Kitchen, the Bull Pen and West Gate
on your right. The next house is Brookside where Mrs Vicky Larcombe lives. If you find yourself crossing Meadow Bank,
you have gone a few steps too far.
Please post payments for advertising in Postscript and donations to help with printing costs
through the front door of Vicky Larcombe’s house. Thank you.
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
VILLAGE NUMBERS
Badminton - Derek Gould
- Paula

01404 831749
01297 33070

Kilmington Cross Services

01297 631089

Scrabble - Sylvia Newbery

01297 34326

Bell-ringing - Roger Lovegrove

01297 631091

KGC - Jean Falconer,
Secretary

01297 33708

Short Mat Bowls - Ron Foster

01297 35529

Bridge - David & Stephanie

01297 35033

Kilmington’s Little Helpers - 01297 32243
Sally Huscroft

Sunday School - Christine Thorne

07795 552675

Country Dancing - Sheila Hill

01297 33795

Kilmington Pre-School play manager

07747 856598

Table Tennis - Jenny Nickolls

01297 32335

Cricket - David Lavender

01297 631868

Kilmington Primary School

01297 32762

Tennis - Sue Moore
Sue

01297 32361
07912 272102

Footpath co-ordinator Elaine Penzer

01297 34287

Millers Farm Shop

01297 35290

Village Hall bookings Louise Quincey

01297 32358

Hitchcock Pavilion bookings Peter Huscroft

01297 32243

The New Inn

01297 33376

Village 100 Club Angus Falconer

01297 33708

The Old Inn

01297 32096

www.kilmingtonvillage.com Luke & Maxine Lawson

07719 909532

RBL - Jean Falconer - Sec
Stafford Seward - Chairman

01297 33708

Kilmington A35 Pit Stop

01297 598060

01297 33909

MEDICAL AND SUPPORT
Axminster Hospital

01297 630400

‘Devon Doctors on call’
(Out of hours GP service)

0845 6710270

Veterinary Surgery

01297 630500

St Thomas Court Surgery

01297 32126

Dentist Helpline

0845 4647

Chiropody (Sheila Holland)

01297 35362

SERVICES AND FACILITIES
Refuse Collection

01395 571515

Axminster Library

01297 32693

Clerk to the Parish Council

01297 33462

Water - general

0844 346 2020

Mobile Library

01404 42818

E. Devon District Councillor - Iain
Chubb

01297 35468

Ring & Ride

01404 46520

Devon County Council, Axminster
Rural Division - Andrew Moulding

01297 553865

Axminster Care Service

01297 35550

- leaks
Electricity - emergency

0800 230 0561
0800 365 900

Police: Crime stoppers - 0800 555111: Emergency - 999: General - 101

CHURCHES
St Giles' Church
Revd Simon Holloway
Diana Mellows
Pastoral teams

01297 35433
01297 32334
01297 33777

Baptist Church Office
Pastor Darrell Holmes

Axminster Catholic Church
01297 631638 Parish Priest:
Father Anthony Cockram

01297 32135

ADVERTISING IN POSTSCRIPT
Postscript is published ten times each year and is delivered free of charge to every house in Kilmington. All advertising fees and donations
to Postscript are used to meet the cost of printing. ALL advertisements which are set out, from any source, are chargeable as follows and
must be paid for in advance.
Black and white ads
£ 5 or £22.50 for 5 months

Colour ads

Credit card (70 mm x 40 mm)
¼ page (90 wide x 136 mm high)

£12 for one-off or £50 for 5 months

£15 for one-off or £75 for 5 months

½ page (184 x 136 or 90 x 276 mm)

£20 or £90 for 5 months

£30 for one-off

Full page (184 x 276 mm)

£30 or £130 for 5 months

£40 for one-off

BACK COVER: Occasionally the back cover is available for a one-off colour page advertisement. Cost: £50
Additional fee of £1 if Postscript has to edit, size or set copy.
PAYMENT: Cheques should be made payable to: Kilmington Postscript and posted to: Mrs V. Larcombe, Brookside, The Street,
Kilmington, EX13 7RJ. Alternatively, post through Vicky’s front door (please see directions opposite).
COMING AND GOING FOR A SONG: There is no charge for these entries for items valued up at £20 or less. However, donations are
appreciated - these can be popped through Vicky Larcombe’s door (see above and map opposite).
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